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Operational Services 

Targeted School Violence Prevention Program  

Threats and acts of targeted school violence harm the District’s environment and school community, 

diminishing students’ ability to learn and a school’s ability to educate. Providing students and staff with 

access to a safe and secure District environment is an important Board goal. While it is not possible for 

the District to completely eliminate threats in its environment, a Targeted School Violence Prevention 

Program (Program) using the collective efforts of local school officials, staff, students, families, and 

the community helps the District reduce these risks to its environment.  

The Superintendent or designee shall develop and implement the Program. The Program oversees the 

maintenance of a District environment that is conducive to learning and working by identifying, 

assessing, classifying, responding to, and managing threats and acts of targeted school violence. The 
Program shall be part of the District’s Comprehensive Safety and Security Plan, required by Board 

policy 4:170, Safety, and shall: 

1. Establish a District-level School Violence Prevention Team to: (a) develop a District-level 

Targeted School Violence Prevention Plan, and (b) oversee the District’s Building-level Threat 

Assessment Team(s).  

2. Establish Building-level Threat Assessment Team(s) to assess and intervene with individuals 

whose behavior may pose a threat to safety. This team may serve one or more schools. 

3. Comply with State and federal law and align with Board policies. 

The Local Governmental and Governmental Employees Tort Immunity Act protects the District from 

liability. The Program does not: (1) replace the care of a physician licensed to practice medicine in all 

of its branches or a licensed medical practitioner or professional trained in violence prevention, 

assessments and counseling services, (2) extend beyond available resources within the District, (3) 

extend beyond the school day and/or school-sponsored events, or (4) guarantee or ensure the safety of 

students, District staff, or visitors.  

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-20.14, 5/10-21.7, 5/10-27.1A, 5/10-27.1B, 5/24-24, and 5/27-23.7.  

105 ILCS 128/, School Safety Drill Act. 

745 ILCS 10/, Local Governmental and Governmental Employees Tort Immunity 

Act. 

29 Ill.Admin.Code Part 1500. 

CROSS REF.: 2:240 (Board Policy Development), 4:170 (Safety), 5:90 (Abused and Neglected 

Child Reporting), 5:100 (Staff Development Program), 5:230 (Maintaining 

Student Discipline), 6:65 (Student Social and Emotional Development), 7:140 

(Search and Seizure), 6:270 (Guidance and Counseling Program), 7:150 (Agency 

and Police Interviews), 7:180 (Prevention of and Response to Bullying, 

Intimidation, and Harassment), 7:185 (Teen Dating Violence Prohibited), 7:190 

(Student Behavior), 7:250 (Student Support Services), 7:290 (Suicide and 

Depression Awareness and Prevention), 7:340 (Student Records), 8:30 (Visitors 

to and Conduct on School Property), 8:100 (Relations with Other Organizations 

and Agencies) 
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Instruction 

High School Credit for Non-District Experiences; Course Substitutions; Re-Entering 
Students  

Credit for Non-District Experiences  

A student may receive high school credit for successfully completing any of the listed courses or 

experiences not offered in or sponsored by the District: 

1. Accredited distance learning course, including a correspondence, virtual, or online course 

2. Courses in an accredited foreign exchange program 

3. Summer school  

4. College courses offering dual credit courses at both the college and high school level 

5. Work-related training at manufacturing facilities or agencies in a Youth Apprenticeship 

Vocational Education Program (Tech Prep)  

6. Credit earned in a Vocational Academy  

7. A student participating in the district’s personal learning plan may earn credit toward 

graduation.  Students my earn a maximum of 2 elective credits towards their graduation in 

this program 

The student must seek approval from the Superintendent or designee to receive graduation credit for 

any non-District course or experience. The Superintendent or designee shall determine the amount of 

credit and whether a proficiency examination is required before the credit is awarded. As approval is 

not guaranteed, students should seek conditional approval of the experience before participating in a 

non-District course or experience. The student assumes responsibility for any fee, tuition, supply, or 

other expense. The student seeking credit is responsible for (1) providing documents or transcripts 

that demonstrate successful completion of the experience, and (2) taking a proficiency examination, if 

requested. The Superintendent or designee shall determine which, if any, non-District courses or 

experiences, will count toward a student’s grade point average, class rank, and eligibility for athletic 

and extracurricular activities. This section does not govern the transfer of credits for students 

transferring into the District. 

Substitutions for Required Courses  

Vocational or technical education.  A student in grades 9-12 may satisfy one or more high school 

courses (including physical education) or graduation requirements by successfully completing related 

vocational or technical education courses if:  

1. The Building Principal approves the substitution and the vocational or technical education 

course is completely described in curriculum material along with its relationship to the 

required course; and 

2. The student’s parent/guardian requests and approves the substitution in writing on forms 

provided by the District. 

Substitutions for physical education. A student in grades 9-12, unless otherwise stated, may submit 

a written request to the Building Principal to be excused from physical education courses for the 

reasons stated below. The Superintendent or designee shall maintain records showing that the criteria 

set forth in this policy were applied to the student’s individual circumstances, as appropriate.  
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1. Enrollment in a marching band program for credit; 

2. Enrollment in Reserve Officer’s Training Corps (ROTC) program sponsored by the District; 

3. Ongoing participation in an interscholastic athletic program (student must be in the 11th or 

12th grade); 

4. Enrollment in academic classes that are required for admission to an institution of higher 

learning (student must be in the 11th or 12th grade); or 

5. Enrollment in academic classes that are required for graduation from high school, provided 

that failure to take such classes will result in the student being unable to graduate (student 

must be in the 11th or 12th grade). 

A student who is eligible for special education may be excused from physical education courses if 

written into IEP through approved process. 

Volunteer service credit.  Volunteer Service Credit is currently only offered in our Special 

Education department.  A student participating in the District’s Volunteer Service Credit Program, if 

any, may earn credit toward graduation for the performance of community service. The amount of 

credit given for program participation shall not exceed that given for completion of one semester of 

language arts, math, science, or social studies.  

Re-Entering Students  

Individuals younger than 21 years of age may re-enter high school to acquire a high school diploma 

or an equivalency certificate, subject to the limitations in Board policy 7:50, School Admissions and 

Student Transfers To and From Non-District Schools. Re-entering students may obtain credit through 

the successful completion of the following (not all of these may be available at any one time): 

1. District courses 

2. Non-District experiences described in this policy 

3. Classes in a program established under Section 10-22.20 of the School Code, in accordance 

with the standards established by the Illinois Community College Board 

4. Proficiency testing, correspondence courses, life experiences, and other nonformal 

educational endeavors 

5. Military service, provided the individual making the request has a recommendation from the 

U.S. Commission of Accreditation of Service Experiences 

The provisions in the section Credit for Non-District Experiences, above, apply to the receipt of 

credit for any non-District course. 
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LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/2-3.44, 5/2-3.108, 5/2-3.115, 5/2-3.142, 5/10-22.43a, 5/27-6, 5/27-

22.3, and 5/27-22.05. 

23 Ill.Admin.Code §§1.425(e) and (f), 1.440(f), and 1.470(c). 

CROSS REF.: 6:180 (Extended Instructional Programs), 6:300 (Graduation Requirements), 

6:315 (High School Credit for Students in Grade 7 or 8), 6:320 (High School 

Credit for Proficiency), 7:50 (School Admissions and Student Transfers To and 

From Non-District Schools), 7:260 (Exemption from Physical Education) 

 

 

Adopted by Board Action 06/01/1999  

Amended by Board Action 12/11/2008 

Amended by Board Action 11/11/2010 

Amended by Board Action 09/08/2011 

Amended by Board Action 05/11/2017 

Amended by Board Action 04/12/2018 

Board Review 04/11/2019 
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Students 

Exemption from Physical Education  

In order to be excused from participation in physical education, a student must present an appropriate excuse 

from his or her parent/guardian or from a person licensed under the Medical Practice Act. The excuse may be 

based on medical or religious prohibitions. An excuse because of medical reasons must include a signed 

statement from a person licensed under the Medical Practice Act that corroborates the medical reason for the 

request. An excuse based on religious reasons must include a signed statement from a member of the clergy that 

corroborates the religious reason for the request.  

Special activities in physical education will be provided for a student whose physical or emotional condition, as 

determined by a person licensed under the Medical Practice Act, prevents his or her participation in the physical 

education course.  

State law prohibits the Board from honoring parental excuses based upon a student’s participation in athletic 

training, activities, or competitions conducted outside the auspices of the School District.  

A student who is eligible for special education may be excused from physical education courses in either of the 

following situations:  

1. He or she (a) is in grades 3-12, (b) his or her IEP requires that special education support and services 

be provided during physical education time, and (c) the parent/guardian agrees or the IEP team makes 

the determination; or  

2. He or she (a) has an IEP, (b) is participating in an adaptive athletic program outside of the school 

setting, and (c) the parent/guardian documents the student’s participation as required by the 

Superintendent or designee. 

A student requiring adapted physical education must receive that service in accordance with his or her 

Individualized Educational Program/Plan (IEP).  

A student in grades 9-12, unless otherwise stated, may submit a written request to the Building Principal to be 

excused from physical education courses for the reasons stated in 6:310, High School Credit for Non-District 

Experiences; Course Substitutions; Re-Entering Students.  

Students in grades 7 and 8 may submit a written request to the Building Principal to be excused from physical 

education courses because of his or her ongoing participation in an interscholastic or extracurricular athletic 

program. The Building Principal will evaluate requests on a case-by-case basis. 

The Superintendent or designee shall maintain records showing that the criteria set forth in this policy were 

applied to the student’s individual circumstances, as appropriate. 

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/27-6. 

225 ILCS 60/, Medical Practice Act. 

23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.420(p) and §1.425(d), (e), (f). 

CROSS REF.: 6:60 (Curriculum Content), 6:310 (High School Credit for Non-District Experiences; 

Course Substitutions; Re-Entering Students)  

 

Adopted by Board Action 05/14/2009 

Amended by Board Action 12/10/2015 

Amended by Board Action 05/11/2017 

Amended by Board Action 04/12/2018 

Board Review 04/11/2019 
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