Geneseo Community Unit School District 228 6:15
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According to the Illinois General Assembly, the primary purpose of schooling is the transmission of
knowledge and culture through which students learn in areas necessary to their continuing
development and entry into the world of work. To fulfill that purpose, the Ill. State Board of
Education (ISBE) prepared State Goals for Learning with accompanying Illinois Learning Standards.

The School Board gives priority in the allocation of resources, including funds, time, personnel, and
facilities, to fulfilling this purpose.

Quality Assurance
The Board continuously monitors student achievement and the quality of the District’s work. The

Superintendent shall supervise the following quality assurance components, in accordance with State
law and ISBE rules, and continuously keep the Board informed:

1. Prepare each school’s annual recognition application and quality assurance appraisal, whether
internal or external, to assess each school’s continuous school improvement.

2. Continuously assess the District’s and each school’s overall performance in terms of both
academic success and equity. This includes, without limitation, a thorough analysis of ISBE’s
balanced accountability measure and each school’s Multiple Measure Index and
corresponding Annual Measurable Objective provided by ISBE.

3. If applicable, develop District and School Improvement Plans, present them for Board
approval, and supervise their implementation.

4. Prepare a school report card, present it at a regular Board meeting, and disseminate it as
provided in State law.

5. In accordance with 105 ILCS 5/2-3.153, annually administer a climate survey on the
instructional environment within the school to, at minimum, students in grades 4 through 12
and teachers.
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LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/2-3.25, 5/2-3.25a, 5/2-3.25b, 5/2-3.25c, 5/2-3.25d-5, 5/2-3.25e-5, 5/2-
3.25f, 5/2-3.25f-5, 5/2-3.63, 5/2-3.64a-5, 5/2-3.153, 5/10-21.3a, and 5/27-1.
23 lll.Admin.Code Part 1, Subpart A: Recognition Requirements.

CROSS REF.: 6:170 (Title | Programs), 6:340 (Student Testing and Assessment Program), 7:10
(Equal Educational Opportunities)

Adopted by Board Action 10/01/2001
Amended by Board Action 04/07/2003
Amended by Board Action 04/16/2009
Amended by Board Action 08/12/2010
Adopted by Board Action 03/09/2017
Approved by Board Action 06/13/2019
Approved by Board Action 04/09/2020
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School Calendar

The School Board, upon the Superintendent’s recommendation and subject to State regulations,
annually establishes the dates for opening and closing classes, teacher institutes and in-services, the
length and dates of vacations, and the days designated as legal school holidays. The school calendar
shall have a minimum of 185 days to ensure 176 days of actual student attendance.

The Board shall approve the calendar that meets the following additional criteria:

a. The Board shall approve the calendars presented by the superintendent following
confirmation that he has sought feedback from a representation of stakeholders, to include the
GEA, parents, and other members of the school community.

. l
The teachers and students shall devote a portion of the school day on each commemorative holiday

designated in the School Code to study and honor the commemorated person or occasion. The Board
may, from time to time, designate a regular school day as a commemorative holiday.

School Day

The Board establishes the length of the school day with the recommendation of the Superintendent
and subject to State law requirements. The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that observances
required by State law are followed during each day of school attendance.

LEGALREF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-19, 5/10-19.05, 5/10-24.46, 5/18-12, 5/18-12.5, 5/24-2, 5/27-3,
5/27-18, 5/27-19, 5/27-20, 5/27-20.1, 5/27-20.2, and 20/1.
10 ILCS 5/11-4.1.
23 1. Admin.Code §1.420(f).

Metzl v. Leininger, 850 F.Supp. 740 (N.D. 1ll. 1994), aff’d by 57 F.3d 618 (7th Cir.
1995).

CROSS REF.: 2:20 (Powers and Duties of the School Board; Indemnification), 5:200 (Terms
and Conditions of Employment and Dismissal), 5:330 (Sick Days, Vacation,
Holidays, and Leaves), 6:60 (Curriculum Content), 6:70 (Teaching About
Religions), 7:90 (Release During School Hours)

Adopted by Board Action 09/03/1985

Amended by Board Action 07/08/1991
Amended by Board Action 10/01/2001
Amended by Board Action 08/14/2008
Amended by Board Action 02/09/2012
Accepted by Board Action 04/11/2019
Approved by Board Action 04/09/2020
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Social and emotional learning (SEL) is defined as the process through which students enhance their
ability to integrate thinking, feeling, and behaving to achieve important life tasks. Students competent
in SEL are able to recognize and manage their emotions, establish healthy relationships, set positive
goals, meet personal and social needs, and make responsible and ethical decisions.

The Superintendent shall incorporate SEL into the District’s curriculum and other educational
programs consistent with the District’s mission and the goals and benchmarks of the Ill. Learning
Standards. The Ill. Learning Standards include three goals for students:

1. Develop self-awareness and self-management skills to achieve school and life success.
2. Use social-awareness and interpersonal skills to establish and maintain positive relationships.

3. Demonstrate decision-making skills and responsible behaviors in personal, school, and
community contexts.

The incorporation of SEL objectives into the District’s curriculum and other educational programs
may include but is not limited to:

1. Classroom and school-wide programming to foster a safe, supportive learning environment
where students feel respected and valued. This may include incorporating scientifically based,
age-and-culturally appropriate classroom instruction, District-wide, and school-wide
strategies that teach SEL skills, promote optimal mental health, and prevent risk behaviors for
all students.

2. Staff development and training to promote students’ SEL development. This may include
providing all personnel with age-appropriate academic and SEL and how to promote it.

3. Parent/Guardian and family involvement to promote students’ SEL development. This may
include providing parents/guardians and families with learning opportunities related to the
importance of their children’s optimal SEL development and ways to enhance it.

4. Community partnerships to promote students’ SEL development. This may include
establishing partnerships with diverse community agencies and organizations to assure a
coordinated approach to addressing children’s mental health and SEL development.

5. Early identification and intervention to enhance students’ school readiness, academic success,
and use of good citizenship skills. This may include development of a system and procedures
for periodic and universal screening, assessment, and early intervention for students who
have significant risk factors for social, emotional, or mental health conditions that impact
learning.

6. Treatment to prevent or minimize mental health conditions in students. This may include
building and strengthening referral and follow-up procedures for providing effective clinical
services for students with social, emotional, and mental health conditions that impact
learning. This may include student and family support services, school-based behavioral
health services, and school-community linked services and supports.

7. Assessment and accountability for teaching SEL skills to all students. This may include
implementation of a process to assess and report baseline information and ongoing progress
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about school climate, students’ social and emotional development, and academic

performance.
LEGAL REF.: Children’s Mental Health Act of 2003, 405 ILCS 49/.
CROSS REF.: 1:30 (School District Philosophy), 6:10 (Educational Philosophy and Objectives),

6:40 (Curriculum Development), 6:60 (Curriculum Content), 6:270 (Guidance
and Counseling Program), 7:100 (Health, Eye, and Dental Examinations;
Immunizations; and Exclusion of Students), 7:180 (Prevention of and Response
to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment), 7:250 (Student Support Services)

Adopted by Board Action 03/11/2008
Approved by Board Action 06/13/2019
Approved by Board Action 04/09/2020
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A student who is absent from school, or whose physician, physician assistant, or advanced practice
registered nurse anticipates that the student will be absent from school, because of a medical
condition may be eligible for instruction in the student’s home or hospital. Eligibility shall be
determined by State law and the Illinois State Board of Education rules governing (1) the continuum
of placement options for students who have been identified for special education services or (2) the
home and hospital instruction provisions for students who have not been identified for special
education services. Appropriate educational services from qualified staff will begin no later than five
school days after receiving a written statement from: (1) a physician licensed to practice medicine in
all of its branches, (2) a licensed physician assistant, or (3) a licensed advanced practice registered
nurse. Instructional or related services for a student receiving special education services will be
determined by the student’s individualized education program.

A student who is unable to attend school because of pregnancy will be provided home instruction,
correspondence courses, or other courses of instruction (1) before the birth of the child when the
student’s physician, physician assistant, or advanced practice registered nurse indicates, in writing,
that she is medically unable to attend regular classroom instruction, and (2) for up to three months
after the child’s birth or a miscarriage.

Periodic conferences will be held between appropriate school personnel, parent(s)/guardian(s), and
hospital staff to coordinate course work and facilitate a student’s return to school.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-19.05(e), 5/10-22.6a, 5/14-13.01, and 5/18-4.5.
23 1ll.Admin.Code 881.520, 1.610, and 226.300.

CROSS REF.: 6:120 (Education of Children with Disabilities), 7:10 (Equal Educational
Opportunity), 7:280 (Communicable and Chronic Infectious Disease)

Adopted by Board Action 09/03/1985

Amended by Board Action 07/08/1991
Amended by Board Action 06/01/1999
Amended by Board Action 02/13/2008
Amended by Board Action 04/14/2011
Approved by Board Action 04/09/2020

6:150 Page 1 of 1



Geneseo Community Unit School District 228 6:210

Instruction
onal o

All District classrooms and learning centers should be equipped with an evenly-proportioned, wide
assortment of instructional materials, including textbooks, workbooks, audio-visual materials, and
electronic materials. These materials should provide quality learning experiences for students and:

1. Enrich and support the curriculum;
2. Stimulate growth in knowledge, literary appreciation, aesthetic values, and ethical standards;

3. Provide background information to enable students to make informed judgments and promote
critical reading and thinking;

4. Depict in an accurate and unbiased way the cultural diversity and pluralistic nature of
American society; and

5. Contribute to a sense of the worth of all people regardless of sex, race, religion, nationality,
ethnic origin, sexual orientation, disability, or any other differences that may exist.

The Superintendent or designee shall annually provide a list of textbooks and instructional materials
used in the District to the School Board. Anyone may inspect any textbook or instructional material.

Teachers are encouraged to use supplemental material only when it will enhance, or otherwise
illustrate, the subjects being taught and to ensure it is age-appropriate. No movie rated PG-13 will be
shown to children in the Middle School or in any of the District’s Elementary schools without
parental permission. The Building Principal may make exceptions for those movies that have been
edited for view on public television. No R-rated movie shall be shown to students unless prior
approval is received from the Superintendent or designee, and no movie rated NC-17 (no one 17 and
under admitted) shall be shown under any circumstances.

onal Materials Selecti ‘oo

The Superintendent shall approve the selection of all textbooks and instructional materials according
to the standards described in this policy. The School Code governs the adoption and purchase of
textbooks and instructional materials.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-20.8, 5/10-20.9, and 5/28-19.1.

CROSS REF.: 6:30 (Organization of Instruction), 6:40 (Curriculum Development), 6:170 (Title
I Programs), 6:260 (Complaints About Curriculum, Instructional Materials, and
Programs), 7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunities), 7:15 (Student and Family
Privacy Rights), 8:110 (Public Suggestions and Complaints)

Adopted by Board Action 09/03/1985

Amended by Board Action 08/06/1991
Amended by Board Action 03/05/1994
Amended by Board Action 12/03/2001
Amended by Board Action 02/13/2008
Approved by Board Action 04/09/2020
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The School District provides a guidance and counseling program for students. The Superintendent or
designee shall direct the District’s guidance and counseling program. School counseling services, as
described by State law, may be performed by a qualified guidance specialist or any certificated staff
member.

Each staff member is responsible for effectively guiding students under his/her supervision in order to
provide early identification of intellectual, emotional, social, or physical needs, diagnosis of any
learning disabilities, and development of educational potential. The District’s counselors shall offer
counseling to those students who require additional assistance.

The guidance program will assist students to identify career options consistent with their abilities,
interests, and personal values. Students shall be encouraged to seek the help of counselors to develop
specific curriculum goals that conform to the student’s career objectives. High school students will
have the opportunity to receive career-oriented information. Representatives from colleges and
universities, occupational training institutions and career-oriented recruiters, including the military,
may be given access to the school campus in order to provide students and parents/guardians with
information.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-22.24a and 5/10-22.24b.
23 lll.Admin.Code §81.420(q).

CROSS REF-.: 6:50 (School Wellness), 6:65 (Student Social and Emotional Development),
6:110 (Programs for Students At Risk of Academic Failure and/or Dropping Out
of School and Graduation Incentives Program), 6:120 (Education of Children
with Disabilities), 6:130 (Program for the Gifted), 7:100 (Health, Eye, and Dental
Examinations; Immunizations; and Exclusion of Students), 7:250 (Student
Support Services)

ADMIN. PROC.: 7:340-AP (Student Records), 7:340-E1 (Notice to Parents/Guardians and
Students of Rights Concerning a Student’s School Records), 7:340-E3 (Letter to
Parents concerning Military Recruiters and Postsecondary Institutions Receiving
Student Directory Information)

Adopted by Board Action 08/06/1991

Amended by Board Action 12/03/2001
Amended by Board Action 07/09/2009
Approved by Board Action 04/09/2020
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Subject to the limitations in this policy and State law, the Superintendent or designee is authorized to
establish and approve a program for granting credit for proficiency with the goal of allowing a student
who would not benefit from a course because the student is proficient in the subject area to receive
credit without having to take the course. A student who demonstrates competency under this program
will receive course credit for the applicable course and be excused from any requirement to take the
course as a graduation prerequisite. No letter grade will be given for purposes of the student’s
cumulative grade point average. The Superintendent or designee shall notify students of the
availability of and requirements for receiving proficiency credit.

Proficiency credit will be offered in the following subject areas:

Foreign language - A student is eligible to receive one year of foreign language credit if the
student has graduated from an accredited elementary school and can demonstrate proficiency,
according to this District’s academic criteria, in a language other than English. A student who
demonstrates proficiency in American Sign Language is deemed proficient in a foreign language
and will receive one year of foreign language credit. A student who studied a foreign language in
an approved ethnic school program is eligible to receive appropriate credit according to the level
of proficiency reached; the student may be required to take a proficiency examination.

Other proficiency testing - The program for granting credit for proficiency may allow, as the
Superintendent deems appropriate, course credit to be awarded on the basis of a local
examination to a student who has achieved the necessary proficiency through independent study
or work taken in or through another institution. Proficiency testing may also be used to determine
eligible credit for other subjects whenever students enter from non-graded schools, non-
recognized or non-accredited schools, or were in a home-schooling program.

L Diol

The Superintendent or designee may investigate, coordinate, and implement a program and schedules
for students in 7 and 8 to enroll in a course required for a high school diploma.

Students in grades 7 and 8 may enroll in a course required for high school diploma when: (1) the
course is offered by the high school that the elementary student would attend, (2) the student
participated in the course at the location of the high school, and (3) the student’s enrollment in the
course would not prevent a high school student from being able to enroll.

Students in grades 7 and 8 may enroll in a course required for a high school diploma where they
attend school when: (1) the course is taught by a high school teacher who teaches in a high school of
the district where the student will attend high school, and (2) no high school students are enrolled in
the course.

A student who successfully completes a course required for a high school diploma while in grades 7
and 8, shall receive academic credit from the Board. That academic credit shall satisfy the
requirements of Section 27-22 of The School Code for purposed of receiving a high school diploma,
unless evidence about the course’s rigor and content show that the course did not address the relevant
lllinois learning standard at the level appropriate for the high school grade during the which the
course is usually taken. The student’s grade in the course shall also be included in the student’s High
School grade point average in accordance with Board policy.
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LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-22.43, 5/10-22.43a, 5/27-22, and 5/27-24.3.
23 lllLAdmin.Code 81.460.

CROSS REF.: 6:300 (Graduation Requirements), 6:310 (High School Credit for Non-District
Experiences; Course Substitutions; Re-Entering Students), 6:315 (High School
Credit for Students in Grade 7 or 8)

Adopted by Board Action 06/01/1999

Amended by Board Action 03/12/2009
Amended by Board Action 11/11/2010
Approved by Board Action 04/09/2020
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