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Professional Personnel 

Substitute Teachers  

The Superintendent may employ substitute teachers as necessary to replace teachers who are 
temporarily absent. 

A substitute teacher must hold a valid teaching or substitute certificate.  Substitute teachers with a 
substitute certificate may teach only when an appropriate, fully certificated teacher is unavailable.  

A substitute teacher may teach only for a period not to exceed 90 paid school days or 450 paid school 
hours in any one school district in any one school term. However, a teacher holding an early 
childhood, elementary, high school, or special certificate may substitute teach for a period not to 
exceed 120 paid school days or 600 paid school hours in any one school district in any one school 
term, unless the subject area is one where the Regional Superintendent has certified that a personnel 
shortage exists. 

The School Board annually establishes a daily rate of pay for substitute teachers.  No fringe benefits 
are given substitutes. 

 
LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/21-9; 24-5. 
  23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.790. 

 
 
 
 

Adopted by Board Action 06/18/1985 
Amended by Board Action 03/05/1991 
Amended by Board Action 06/04/2001 
Amended by Board Action 03/03/2003 
Amended by Board Action 03/12/2009 
Amended by Board Action 11/11/2010 
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Instruction 

Credit for Alternative Courses and Programs, and Course Substitutions  

There are multiple, alternative methods to earn high school credit outside the traditional high school 
classroom. 

1. Correspondence Courses  

A student enrolled in a correspondence course may receive high school credit for work completed, 
provided: 

1. The course is given by an institution accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools; 

2. The student is a fourth or fifth year senior; 
3. The student assumes responsibility for all fees; and 
4. The Building Principal approves the course in advance. 

A maximum of 2 units of credit may be counted toward the requirements for a student’s high school 
graduation. 

2. Geneseo High School Credit Recovery Software 

Students may work with their counselor to develop a plan to recover credits needed to graduate.  All 
Students wishing to recover credits must have the plan approved by the Building Principal. Students 
will only be allowed to recover credits of classes previously failed.  Students will be limited to 
recovering credits for courses that are required for graduation, unless in certain situations a student 
has an alternative plan approved of by the Principal.   

3. Distance Learning Courses, Including Virtual or Online Courses  

A student enrolled in a distance learning course, including a virtual or online course, may receive 
high school credit for work completed, provided: 

1. The course is offered by an institution approved by the Superintendent or designee; 
2. The course is not offered at the student’s high school; 
3. The student assumes responsibility for all fees (including tuition and textbooks); and 
4. The Building Principal approves the course in advance. 

Students may be limited as to the number of distance learning courses that apply toward high school 
credit.  Grades earned in approved distance learning courses count toward a student’s grade point 
average, class rank, and eligibility for athletic and extra-curricular activities.  The District may pay 
the fee for expelled students who are permitted to take virtual or online courses in alternative settings. 

4. Exchange Programs  

An exchange student will be granted a diploma only if he or she completes the criteria for graduation 
established by the State of Illinois and the School Board.  The Board may grant a certificate of 
attendance to exchange students. 

District students will receive high school credit for foreign exchange courses that meet the criteria 
established in the curriculum and that are approved by the Building Principal.  International study 
course work not meeting District requirements may be placed in the student’s permanent record and 
recorded as an international study experience. 
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5. Summer School and Independent Study  

A student will receive high school credit for successfully completing:  (1) any course given by an 
institution accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, and (2) 
independent study in a curriculum area not offered by the District, provided the student obtains the 
consent of a supervising teacher as well as the Building Principal. 

6. College Courses  

A student who successfully completes community college courses may receive high school credit, 
provided: 

1. The student is a senior in good academic standing; 
2. The course is not offered in the high school curriculum; 
3. The course is approved in advance by the student’s guidance counselor and the High School 

Principal; and 
4. The student assumes responsibility for all fees. 

A maximum of 2 units of credit may be counted toward the requirements for a student’s high school 
graduation. 

7. Foreign Language Courses 

A student will receive high school credit by studying foreign language in an approved ethnic school 
program, provided such program meets the minimum standards established by the State Board of 
Education.  

The amount of credit will be based on foreign language proficiency achieved.  The Building Principal 
may require a student seeking foreign language credit to successfully complete a foreign language 
proficiency examination. 

8. Military Service  

The Board may accept military service experience as credit toward graduation, provided the student 
making the request has a recommendation from the U.S. Commission of Accreditation of Service 
Experiences.  The student seeking credit shall supply any documents or transcripts necessary to 
support the request. 

9. Vocational Academy  

Students enrolled in the Vocational Academy earn credit toward graduation as provided in the 
Academy’s design.  This includes coursework completed at the Area Career Center. 

Substitutions for Physical Education  

A student in grades 9-12, unless otherwise stated, may submit a written request to the Building 
Principal to be excused from physical education courses for the reasons stated below.  The 
Superintendent or designee shall maintain records showing that the criteria set forth in this policy 
were applied to the student’s individual circumstances.  

1. Enrollment in a marching band program for credit; 

2. Enrollment in Reserve Officer’s Training Corps (ROTC) program sponsored by the District; 

3. Ongoing participation in an interscholastic athletic program (student must be in the 11th or 
12th grade).  Ongoing participation is defined as continued participation in an athletic 
program without the student voluntarily quitting the team or being dismissed from the team 
by the coach/sponsor for rules violations.  Students will be waived for one semester for each 
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season in which s/he participates.  Procedural guidelines are included in the course planning 
guide and student handbook; 

4. Enrollment in academic classes that are required for admission to an institution of higher 
learning (student must be in the 11th or 12th grade); or 

5. Enrollment in academic classes that are required for graduation from high school, provided 
that failure to take such classes will result in the student being unable to graduate (student 
must be in the 11th or 12th grade). 

Students with Individualized Education Program and Physical Education Exemption 

A student in grades 3-12 who is eligible for special education may be excused from physical 
education courses if: 

1. The student’s parent/guardian agrees that the student must utilize the time set aside for 
physical education to receive special education support and services, or 

2. The student’s individualized education program team determines that the student must utilize 
the time set aside for physical education to receive special education support and services. 

The agreement or determination must be made a part of the individualized education program.  A 
student requiring adapted physical education must receive that service in accordance with the 
student’s individualized education program.  

 

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/2-3.44, 5/2-3.108, 5/2-3.115, 5/2-3.142, 5/10-22.43a, 5/27-6, 5/27-
22.3, and 5/27-22.05. 

23 Ill.Admin.Code §§1.420(p), 1.440(j), and 4.450(c). 

CROSS REF.: 6:180 (Extended Instructional Programs), 6:300 (Graduation Requirements), 
6:320 (Credit for Proficiency), 7:260 (Exemption from Physical Activity) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Adopted by Board Action 06/01/1999  
Amended by Board Action 12/11/2008 
Amended by Board Action 11/11/2010 
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Instruction 
High School Credit for Proficiency 

Proficiency Credits  
Subject to the limitations in this policy and State law, the Superintendent is authorized to establish 
and approve a program for granting credit for proficiency with the goal of allowing a student who 
would not benefit from a course because the student is proficient in the subject area to receive credit 
without having to take the course.  A student who demonstrates competency under this program will 
receive course credit for the applicable course and be excused from any requirement to take the 
course as a graduation prerequisite.  No letter grade will be given for purposes of the student’s 
cumulative grade point average.  The Superintendent or designee shall notify students of the 
availability of and requirements for receiving proficiency credit. 
Proficiency credit will be offered in the following subject areas: 

Foreign language - A student is eligible to receive one year of foreign language credit if the 
student has graduated from an accredited elementary school and can demonstrate proficiency, 
according to this District’s academic criteria, in a language other than English. A student who 
demonstrates proficiency in American Sign Language is deemed proficient in a foreign language 
and will receive one year of foreign language credit. A student who studied a foreign language in 
an approved ethnic school program is eligible to receive appropriate credit according to the level 
of proficiency reached; the student may be required to take a proficiency examination.  
Other proficiency testing - The program for granting credit for proficiency may allow, as the 
Superintendent deems appropriate, course credit to be awarded on the basis of a local 
examination to a student who has achieved the necessary proficiency through independent study 
or work taken in or through another institution. Proficiency testing may also be used to determine 
eligible credit for other subjects whenever students enter from non-graded schools, non-
recognized or non-accredited schools, or were in a home-schooling program. 

Course Credit for High School Diploma  

The Superintendent or designee may investigate, coordinate, and implement a program and schedules 
for students in grades 7 and 8 to enroll in a course required for a high school diploma. 
Students in grades 7 and 8 may enroll in a course required for a high school diploma when: (1) the 
course is offered by the high school that the elementary student would attend, (2) the student 
participates in the course at the location of the high school, and (3) the student’s enrollment in the 
course would not prevent a high school student from being able to enroll.  
Students in grades 7 and 8 may enroll in a course required for a high school diploma where they 
attend school when:  (1) the course is taught by a high school teacher who teaches in a high school of 
the district where the student will attend high school, and (2) no high school students are enrolled in 
the course. 
A student, who successfully completes a course required for a high school diploma while in grades 7 
and 8, shall receive academic credit from the Board. That academic credit shall satisfy the 
requirements of Section 27-22 of The School Code for purposes of receiving a high school diploma, 
unless evidence about the course’s rigor and content show that the course did not address the relevant 
Illinois learning standard at the level appropriate for the high school grade during which the course is 
usually taken. The student’s grade in the course shall also be included in the student’s High School 
grade point average in accordance with Board policy.  
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LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-22.10, 5/10-22.43, 5/10-22.43a, 5/27-12.1, 5/27-22, 5/27-22.10, 5/27-
   24.3, and 5/27-24.4. 
  23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.460. 
 
CROSS REF.: 6:180 (Extended Instructional Programs), 6:280 (Grading and Promotion); 6:300  
  (Graduation Requirements), 6:310 (Credit for Alternative Courses and Programs, and 
  Course Substitutions), 7:40 (Nonpublic School Students, Including Parochial and 
  Home-Schooled Students) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted by Board Action 06/01/1999 
Amended by Board Action 03/12/2009 
Amended by Board Action 11/11/2010 
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Students 

Harassment of Students Prohibited  

Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment Prohibited 

No person, including a District employee or agent, or student, shall harass, intimidate, or bully a 
student on the basis of actual or perceived: race; color; nationality; sex; sexual orientation; gender 
identity; gender-related identity or expression; ancestry; age; religion; physical or mental disability; 
order of protection status; status of being homeless; actual or potential marital or parental status, 
including pregnancy; association with a person or group with one or more of the aforementioned 
actual or perceived characteristics; or any other distinguishing characteristic. The District will not 
tolerate harassing, intimidating conduct, or bullying whether verbal, physical, or visual, that affects 
the tangible benefits of education, that unreasonably interferes with a student’s educational 
performance, or that creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive educational environment. Examples 
of prohibited conduct include name-calling, using derogatory slurs, stalking, causing psychological 
harm, threatening or causing physical harm, threatened or actual destruction of property, or wearing 
or possessing items depicting or implying hatred or prejudice of one of the characteristics stated 
above.  

Sexual Harassment Prohibited 

Sexual harassment of students is prohibited. Any person, including a district employee or agent, or 
student, engages in sexual harassment whenever he or she makes sexual advances, requests sexual 
favors, and engages in other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual or sex-based nature, imposed on 
the basis of sex, that: 

1. Denies or limits the provision of educational aid, benefits, services, or treatment; or that 
makes such conduct a condition of a student’s academic status; or 

2. Has the purpose or effect of: 
a. Substantially interfering with a student’s educational environment; 
b. Creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive educational environment; 
c. Depriving a student of educational aid, benefits, services, or treatment; or 
d. Making submission to or rejection of such conduct the basis for academic decisions 

affecting a student. 
The terms “intimidating,” “hostile,” and “offensive” include conduct that has the effect of 
humiliation, embarrassment, or discomfort. Examples of sexual harassment include touching, crude 
jokes or pictures, discussions of sexual experiences, teasing related to sexual characteristics, and 
spreading rumors related to a person’s alleged sexual activities. 

Making a Complaint; Enforcement 

Students are encouraged to report claims or incidences of bullying, harassment, sexual harassment, or 
any other prohibited conduct to the Nondiscrimination Coordinator, Building Principal, Assistant 
Building Principal, Dean of Students, or a Complaint Manager. A student may choose to report to a 
person of the student’s same sex. Complaints will be kept confidential to the extent possible given the 
need to investigate. Students who make good faith complaints will not be disciplined. 

An allegation that a student was a victim of any prohibited conduct perpetrated by another student 
shall be referred to the Building Principal, Assistant Building Principal, or Dean of Students for 
appropriate action. 
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The Superintendent shall insert into this policy the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of the 
District’s current Nondiscrimination Coordinator and Complaint Managers. At least one of these 
individuals will be female, and at least one will be male. 

Nondiscrimination Coordinator: 

Joni Swanson  
Name 
209 S. College Avenue 

 

Address 
Geneseo, IL 61254 

 

309-945-0450  
Telephone  
 
Complaint Managers: 

Joni Swanson  Jack Schlindwein 
Name 
209 S. College Avenue 

 Name 
209 S. College Avenue 

Address 
Geneseo, IL 61254 

 Address 
Geneseo, IL 61254 

309-945-0450  309-945-0450 
Telephone  Telephone 

The Superintendent shall use reasonable measures to inform staff members and students of this 
policy, such as, by including it in the appropriate handbooks.  

Any District employee who is determined, after an investigation, to have engaged in conduct 
prohibited by this policy will be subject to disciplinary action up to and including discharge. Any 
District student who is determined, after an investigation, to have engaged in conduct prohibited by 
this policy will be subject to disciplinary action, including but not limited to, suspension and 
expulsion consistent with the discipline policy. Any person making a knowingly false accusation 
regarding prohibited conduct will likewise be subject to disciplinary action up to and including 
discharge, with regard to employees, or suspension and expulsion, with regard to students. 
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LEGAL REF.: 20 U.S.C. §1681 et seq., Title IX of the Educational Amendments. 
34 C.F.R. Part 106. 
105 ILCS 5/10-20.12, 10-22.5, 5/27-1, and 5/27-23.7. 
775 ILCS 5/1-101 et seq., Illinois Human Rights Act. 
23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.240 and Part 200. 
Davis v. Monroe County Board of Education, 119 S.Ct. 1661 (1999). 
Franklin v. Gwinnett Co. Public Schools, 112 S.Ct. 1028 (1992). 
Gebser v. Lago Vista Independent School District, 118 S.Ct. 1989 (1998). 
West v. Derby Unified School District No. 260, 206 F.3d 1358 (10th Cir., 2000). 

CROSS REF.: 2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedure), 5:20 (Workplace Harassment Prohibited), 
7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunities), 7:180 (Preventing Bullying, 
Intimidation, and Harassment), 7:190 (Student Discipline) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted by Board Action 04/02/2002 
Amended by Board Action 03/12/2009 
Amended by Board Action 09/09/2010 
Amended by Board Action 11/11/2010 
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Students 

Preventing Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment  

Bullying, intimidation, and harassment diminish a student’s ability to learn and a school’s ability to 
educate. Preventing students from engaging in these disruptive behaviors is an important District 
goal.   

Bullying on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, nationality, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender-related identity or expression, ancestry, age, religion, physical or mental disability, 
order of protection status, status of being homeless, or actual or potential marital or parental status, 
including pregnancy, association with a person or group with one or more of the aforementioned 
actual or perceived characteristics, or any other distinguishing characteristic is prohibited in each of 
the following situations: 

1. During any school sponsored education program or activity. 
2. While in school, on school property, on school buses or other school vehicles, at designated 

school bus stops waiting for the school bus, or at school sponsored or school sanctioned 
events or activities. 

3. Through the transmission of information from a school computer, a school computer 
network, or other similar electronic school equipment.  

For purposes of this policy, the term bullying means any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act or 
conduct, including communications made in writing or electronically, directed toward a student that 
has or can be reasonably predicted to have the effect of one or more of the following: 

1. Placing the student in reasonable fear of harm to the student’s person or property. 
2. Causing a substantially detrimental effect on the student’s physical or mental health.  
3. Substantially interfering with the student’s academic performance.  
4. Substantially interfering with the student’s ability to participate in or benefit from the 

services, activities, or privileges provided by a school.  
Bullying, intimidation, and/or harassment may take various forms, including without limitation: 
threats, stalking, physical violence, sexual harassment, sexual violence, theft, public humiliation, 
destruction of property, or retaliation for asserting or alleging an act of bullying.  

The Superintendent or designee shall develop and maintain a program that: 

1. Fully implements and enforces each of the following Board policies:  
a. 7:20, Harassment of Students Prohibited. This policy prohibits any person from harassing 

intimidating, or bullying a student based on an actual or perceived characteristic that is 
identified in the policy. Each of those characteristics is also identified in this policy’s 
second paragraph. 

b. 7:190, Student Discipline.  This policy prohibits students from engaging in hazing, 
bullying, or any kind of aggressive behavior that does physical or psychological harm to 
another or any urging of other students to engage in such conduct; prohibited conduct 
includes any use of violence, force, noise, coercion, threats, intimidation, fear, 
harassment, or other comparable conduct. 

c. 7:310, Restrictions on Publications and Written or Electronic Material. This policy 
prohibits students from: (i) accessing and/or distributing at school any written, printed, or 
electronic material, including material from the Internet, that will cause substantial 
disruption of the proper and orderly operation and discipline of the school or school 
activities, and (ii) creating and/or distributing written, printed, or electronic material, 
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including photographs and Internet material and blogs, that causes substantial disruption 
to school operations or interferes with the rights of other students or staff members.  

d. 6:235, Access to Electronic Networks. This policy states that the use of the District’s 
electronic networks is limited to: (1) support of education and/or research, or (2) a 
legitimate business use. It subjects any individual to the loss of privileges, disciplinary 
action, and/or appropriate legal actions for violating the District’s Authorization of 
Electronic Network Access. 

Full implementation of the above policies includes:  (a) conducting a prompt and thorough 
investigation of alleged incidents of bullying, intimidation, harassing behavior, or similar 
conduct, (b) providing each student who violates one or more of these policies with 
appropriate consequences and remedial action, and (c) protecting students against retaliation 
for reporting such conduct. 

2. Examines the appropriate steps to understand and rectify conditions that foster bullying, 
intimidation, and harassment; this contemplates taking action to eliminate or prevent these 
disruptive behaviors beyond traditional punitive disciplinary actions. 

3. Includes bullying prevention and character instruction in all grades in accordance with State 
law and Board policy 6:60, Curriculum Content. This includes incorporating student social 
and emotional development into the District’s educational program as required by State law 
and in alignment with Board policy 6:65, Student Social and Emotional Development.  

4. Fully informs staff members of the District’s goal to prevent students from engaging in 
bullying and the measures being used to accomplish it.  This includes:  (a) communicating 
the District’s expectation – and the State law requirement – that teachers and other 
certificated employees maintain discipline,  and (b) establishing a process for staff members 
to fulfill their obligation to report alleged acts of bullying, intimidation, harassment, and 
other acts of actual or threatened violence. 

5. Encourages all members of the school community, including students, parents, volunteers, 
and visitors, to report alleged acts of bullying, intimidation, harassment, and other acts of 
actual or threatened violence. 

6. Actively involves students’ parents/guardians in the remediation of the behavior(s) of 
concern.  This includes ensuring that all parents/guardians are notified, as required by State 
law, whenever their child engages in aggressive behavior.  

7. Communicates the District’s expectation that all students conduct themselves with a proper 
regard for the rights and welfare of other students.  This includes a process for commending 
or acknowledging students for demonstrating appropriate behavior. 

8. Annually communicates this policy to students and their parents/guardians. This includes 
annually disseminating information to all students and parents/guardians explaining the 
serious disruption caused by bullying, intimidation, or harassment and that these behaviors 
will be taken seriously and are not acceptable in any form. 

9. Engages in ongoing monitoring that includes collecting and analyzing appropriate data on 
the nature and extent of bullying in the District’s schools and, after identifying appropriate 
indicators, assesses the effectiveness of the various strategies, programs, and procedures and 
reports the results of this assessment to the Board along with recommendations to enhance 
effectiveness. 

10. Complies with State and federal law and is in alignment with Board policies.  This includes 
prompting the Board to update the policy beginning every 2 years after its initial adoption 
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and filing this policy with the Illinois State Board of Education after the Board adopts or 
updates it.  

This policy is not intended to infringe upon any right to exercise free expression or the free exercise 
of religion or religiously based views protected under the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
or under Section 3 or 4 of Article 1 of the Ill. Constitution.  

LEGAL REF.: 405 ILS 49/, Children’s Mental Health Act. 
105 ILCS 5/10-20.14, 5/24-24, and 5/27-23.7. 
23 Ill.Admin.Code §§1.240 and §1.280. 

CROSS REF.: 2:240 (Board Policy Development), 5:230 (Maintaining Student Discipline), 6:60 
(Curriculum Content), 6:65 (Student Social and Emotional Development), 7:20 
(Harassment of Students Prohibited), 7:190 (Student Discipline), 7:220 (Bus 
Conduct), 7:230 (Misconduct by Students with Disabilities), 7:240 (Conduct 
Code for Participants in Extracurricular Activities), 7:285 (Food Allergy 
Management Program), 7:310 (Restrictions on Publications and Written or 
Electronic Material) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Adopted by Board Action 05/14/2009 
Amended by Board Action 09/09/2010 
Amended by Board Action 11/11/2010 
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Students 

Student Discipline  

Prohibited Student Conduct  

The school administration is authorized to discipline students for gross disobedience or misconduct, 
including but not limited to: 

1. Using, possessing, distributing, purchasing, or selling tobacco materials.  

2. Using, possessing, distributing, purchasing, or selling alcoholic beverages. Students who are 
under the influence of an alcoholic beverage are not permitted to attend school or school 
functions and are treated as though they had alcohol in their possession. 

3. Using, possessing, distributing, purchasing, or selling: 
a. Any illegal drug, controlled substance, or cannabis (including marijuana and hashish).  
b. Any anabolic steroid unless being administered in accordance with a physician’s or 

licensed practitioner’s prescription.  
c. Any performance-enhancing substance on the Illinois High School Association’s most   

current banned substance list unless administered in accordance with a physician’s or 
licensed practitioner’s prescription.  

d. Any prescription drug when not prescribed for the student by a physician or licensed 
practitioner, or when used in a manner inconsistent with the prescription or prescribing 
physician’s or licensed practitioner’s instructions. 

e. Any inhalant, regardless of whether it contains an illegal drug or controlled substance:  
(a) that a student believes is, or represents to be capable of, causing intoxication, 
hallucination, excitement, or dulling of the brain or nervous system; or (b) about which 
the student engaged in behavior that would lead a reasonable person to believe that the 
student intended the inhalant to cause intoxication, hallucination, excitement, or dulling 
of the brain or nervous system.  The prohibition in this section does not apply to a 
student’s use of asthma or other legally prescribed inhalant medications. 

f. “Look-alike” or counterfeit drugs, including a substance not containing an illegal drug or 
controlled substance, but one:  (a) that a student believes to be, or represents to be, an 
illegal drug or controlled substance; or (b) about which a student engaged in behavior that 
would lead a reasonable person to believe that the student expressly or impliedly 
represented to be an illegal drug or controlled substance.  

g. Drug paraphernalia, including devices that are or can be used to:  (a) ingest, inhale, or 
inject cannabis or controlled substances into the body; and (b) grow, process, store, or 
conceal cannabis or controlled substances.  

Students who are under the influence of any prohibited substance are not permitted to attend 
school or school functions and are treated as though they had the prohibited substance, as 
applicable, in their possession. 

4. Using, possessing, controlling, or transferring a “weapon” as that term is defined in the 
Weapons section of this policy, or violating the Weapons section of this policy.  

5. Using or possessing an electronic paging device.  Using a cellular telephone, video recording 
device, personal digital assistant (PDA), or other electronic device in any manner that 
disrupts the educational environment or violates the rights of others, including using the 
device to take photographs in locker rooms or bathrooms, cheat, or otherwise violate student 
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conduct rules.  Prohibited conduct specifically includes, without limitation, creating, sending, 
sharing, viewing, receiving, or possessing an indecent visual depiction of oneself or another 
person through the use of a computer, electronic communication devise, or cellular phone.  
Unless otherwise banned under this policy or by the Building Principal, all electronic devices 
must be kept powered-off and out-of-sight during the regular school day unless:  (a) the 
supervising teacher grants permission; (b) use of the device is provided in a student’s 
individualized education program (IEP); or (c) it is needed in an emergency that threatens the 
safety of students, staff, or other individuals.  

6. Using or possessing a laser pointer unless under a staff member’s direct supervision and in 
the context of instruction. 

7. Disobeying rules of student conduct or directives from staff members or school officials.  
Examples of disobeying staff directives include refusing a District staff member’s request to 
stop, present school identification, or submit to a search. 

8. Engaging in academic dishonesty, including cheating, intentionally plagiarizing, wrongfully 
giving or receiving help during an academic examination, and wrongfully obtaining test 
copies or scores. 

9. Engaging in hazing or any kind of bullying or aggressive behavior that does physical or 
psychological harm to a staff person or another student, or urging other students to engage in 
such conduct.  Prohibited conduct specifically includes, without limitation, any use of 
violence, intimidation, force, noise, coercion, threats, stalking, harassment, sexual 
harassment, public humiliation, theft or destruction of property, retaliation, hazing, bullying, 
bullying using a school computer or a school computer network, or other comparable 
conduct.  

10. Causing or attempting to cause damage to, or stealing or attempting to steal, school property 
or another person’s personal property. 

11. Being absent without a recognized excuse; State law and School Board policy regarding 
truancy control will be used with chronic and habitual truants.  

12. Being involved with any public school fraternity, sorority, or secret society, by:  (a) being a 
member; (b) promising to join; (c) pledging to become a member; or (d) soliciting any other 
person to join, promise to join, or be pledged to become a member.  

13. Being involved in gangs or gang-related activities, including displaying gang symbols or 
paraphernalia.  

14. Violating any criminal law, including but not limited to, assault, battery, arson, theft, 
gambling, eavesdropping, and hazing. 

15. Engaging in any activity, on or off campus, that interferes with, disrupts, or adversely affects 
the school environment, school operations, or an educational function, including but not 
limited to, conduct that may reasonably be considered to:  (a) be a threat or an attempted 
intimidation of a staff member; or (b) endanger the health or safety of students, staff, or 
school property.  

For purposes of this policy, the term “possession” includes having control, custody, or care, currently 
or in the past, of an object or substance, including situations in which the item is:  (a) on the student’s 
person; (b) contained in another item belonging to, or under the control of, the student, such as in the 
student’s clothing, backpack, or automobile; (c) in a school’s student locker, desk, or other school 
property; or (d) at any location on school property or at a school-sponsored event.  
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Efforts, including the use of early intervention and progressive discipline, shall be made to deter 
students, while at school or a school-related event, from engaging in aggressive behavior that may 
reasonably produce physical or psychological harm to someone else.  The Superintendent or designee 
shall ensure that the parent/guardian of a student who engages in aggressive behavior is notified of 
the incident. The failure to provide such notification does not limit the Board’s authority to impose 
discipline, including suspension or expulsion, for such behavior. 

No disciplinary action shall be taken against any student that is based totally or in part on the refusal 
of the student’s parent/guardian to administer or consent to the administration of psychotropic or 
psychostimulant medication to the student.  

The grounds for disciplinary action, including those described more thoroughly later in this policy, 
apply whenever the student’s conduct is reasonably related to school or school activities, including, 
but not limited to:  

1. On, or within sight of, school grounds before, during, or after school hours or at any time; 

2. Off school grounds at a school-sponsored activity or event, or any activity or event that bears 
a reasonable relationship to school; 

3. Traveling to or from school or a school activity, function, or event; or 

4. Anywhere, if the conduct interferes with, disrupts, or adversely affects the school 
environment, school operations, or an educational function, including, but not limited to, 
conduct that may reasonably be considered to:  (a) be a threat or an attempted intimidation of 
a staff member; or (b) endanger the health or safety of students, staff, or school property.  

Disciplinary Measures  

Disciplinary measures may include:  

1. Disciplinary conference. 

2. Withholding of privileges. 

3. Seizure of contraband. 

4. Suspension from school and all school activities for up to 10 days, provided that appropriate 
procedures are followed. A suspended student is prohibited from being on school grounds. 

5. Suspension of bus riding privileges, provided that appropriate procedures are followed.  

6. Expulsion from school and all school-sponsored activities and events for a definite time 
period not to exceed 2 calendar years, provided that the appropriate procedures are followed.  
An expelled student is prohibited from being on school grounds.  

7. Notifying juvenile authorities or other law enforcement whenever the conduct involves illegal 
drugs (controlled substances), “look-alikes,” alcohol, or weapons. 

8. Notifying parents/guardians. 

9. Temporary removal from the classroom. 

10. In-school suspension for a period not to exceed 5 school days.  The Building Principal or 
designee shall ensure that the student is properly supervised.  

11. After-school study or Saturday study provided the student’s parent/guardian has been 
notified.  If transportation arrangements cannot be agreed upon, an alternative disciplinary 
measure must be used.  The student must be supervised by the detaining teacher or the 
Building Principal or designee. 
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12. Community service with local public and nonprofit agencies that enhances community efforts 
to meet human, educational, environmental, or public safety needs. The District will not 
provide transportation. School administration shall use this option only as an alternative to 
another disciplinary measure giving the student and/or parent/guardian the choice. 

A student who is subject to suspension or expulsion may be eligible for transfer to an alternative 
school program.  

Corporal punishment is prohibited.  Corporal punishment is defined as slapping, paddling, or 
prolonged maintenance of students in physically painful positions, or intentional infliction of bodily 
harm.  Corporal punishment does not include reasonable force as needed to maintain safety for 
students, staff, or other persons, or for the purpose of self-defense or defense of property.  

Weapons  

A student who is determined to have brought one of the following objects to school, any school-
sponsored activity or event, or any activity or event that bears a reasonable relationship to school shall 
be expelled for a period of at least one calendar year but not more than 2 calendar years:  

1. A firearm, meaning any gun, rifle, shotgun, or weapon as defined by Section 921 of Title 18 
of the United States Code (18 U.S.C. § 921), firearm as defined in Section 1.1 of the Firearm 
Owners Identification Card Act (430 ILCS 65/), or firearm as defined in Section 24-1 of the 
Criminal Code of 1961 (720 ILCS 5/24-1). 

2. A knife, brass knuckles, or other knuckle weapon regardless of its composition, a billy club, 
or any other object if used or attempted to be used to cause bodily harm, including “look 
alikes” of any firearm as defined above. 

The expulsion requirement under either paragraph 1 or 2 above may be modified by the 
Superintendent, and the Superintendent’s determination may be modified by the Board on a case-by-
case basis. The Superintendent or designee may grant an exception to this policy, upon the prior 
request of an adult supervisor, for students in theatre, cooking, ROTC, martial arts, and similar 
programs, whether or not school-sponsored, provided the item is not equipped, nor intended, to do 
bodily harm.  

Required Notices 

A school staff member shall immediately notify the office of the Building Principal in the event that 
he or she:  (1) observes any person in possession of a firearm on or around school grounds; however, 
such action may be delayed if immediate notice would endanger students under his or her 
supervision, (2) observes or has reason to suspect that any person on school grounds is or was 
involved in a drug-related incident, or (3) observes a battery committed against any staff member. 
Upon receiving such a report, the Building Principal or designee shall immediately notify the local 
law enforcement agency, State Police, and any involved student’s parent/guardian. “School grounds” 
includes modes of transportation to school activities and any public way within 1000 feet of the 
school, as well as school property itself. 

Delegation of Authority 

Each teacher, and any other school personnel when students are under his or her charge, is authorized 
to impose any disciplinary measure, other than suspension, expulsion, corporal punishment, or in-
school suspension, that is appropriate and in accordance with the policies and rules on student 
discipline.  Teachers, other certificated educational employees, and other persons providing a related 
service for or with respect to a student, may use reasonable force as needed to maintain safety for 
other students, school personnel, or other persons, or for the purpose of self-defense or defense of 
property. Teachers may temporarily remove students from a classroom for disruptive behavior.  
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The Superintendent, Building Principal, Assistant Building Principal, or Dean of Students is 
authorized to impose the same disciplinary measures as teachers and may suspend students guilty of 
gross disobedience or misconduct from school (including all school functions) and from riding the 
school bus, up to 10 consecutive school days, provided the appropriate procedures are followed. The 
Board may suspend a student from riding the bus in excess of 10 school days for safety reasons.  

Student Handbook 

The Superintendent, with input from the parent-teacher advisory committee, shall prepare disciplinary 
rules implementing the District’s disciplinary policies.  These disciplinary rules shall be presented 
annually to the Board for its review and approval. 

A student handbook, including the District disciplinary policies and rules, shall be distributed to the 
students’ parents/guardians within 15 days of the beginning of the school year or a student’s 
enrollment. 
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LEGAL REF.: Gun-Free Schools Act, 20 U.S.C. §7151 et seq. 
Pro-Children Act of 1994, 20 U.S.C. §6081. 
105 ILCS 5/10-20.5b, 5/10-20.14, 5/10-20.28, 5/10-20.36, 5/10-21.7, 5/10-21.10, 

5/10-22.6, 5/10-27.1A, 5/10-27.1B, 5/24-24, 5/26-12, 5/27-23.7, and 5/31-3. 
23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.280. 

CROSS REF.: 2:240 (Board Policy Development), 5:230 (Maintaining Student Discipline), 
6:110 (Programs for Students At Risk of Academic Failure and/or Dropping Out 
of School and Graduation Incentives Program), 7:70 (Attendance and Truancy), 
7:130 (Student Rights and Responsibilities), 7:140 (Search and Seizure), 7:150 
(Agency and Police Interviews), 7:160 (Student Appearance), 7:170 
(Vandalism), 7:180 (Preventing Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment ), 7:200 
(Suspension Procedures), 7:210 (Expulsion Procedures), 7:220 (Bus Conduct), 
7:230 (Misconduct by Students with Disabilities), 7:240 (Conduct Code for 
Participants in Extracurricular Activities), 7:270 (Administering Medicines to 
Students), 7:310 (Restrictions on Publications and Written or Electronic 
Material), 8:30 (Visitors to and Conduct on School Property) 
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Students 

Food Allergy Management Program  

School attendance may increase a student’s risk of exposure to allergens that could trigger a food-
allergic reaction. A food allergy is an adverse reaction to a food protein mediated by the immune 
system which immediately reacts causing the release of histamine and other inflammatory chemicals 
and mediators. While it is not possible for the District to completely eliminate the risks of exposure to 
allergens when a student is at school, a Food Allergy Management Program using a cooperative effort 
among students’ families, staff members, and students helps the District reduce these risks and 
provide accommodations and proper treatment for allergic reactions.  

The Superintendent or designee shall develop and implement a Food Allergy Management Program 
that:  

1. Fully implements the following goals established in The School Code: (a) identifying 
students with food allergies, (b) preventing exposure to known allergens, (c) responding to 
allergic reactions with prompt recognition of symptoms and treatment, and (d) educating and 
training all staff about management of students with food allergies, including administration 
of medication with an auto-injector, and providing an in-service training program for staff 
who work with students that is conducted by a person with expertise in anaphylactic reactions 
and management.  

2. Follows and references the applicable best practices specific to the District’s needs in the 
joint State Board of Education and Ill. Dept. of Public Health publication Guidelines for 
Managing Life-Threatening Food Allergies in Schools, available at: 

www.isbe.net/nutrition/pdf/food_allergy_guidelines.pdf.  

3. Complies with State and federal law and is in alignment with Board policies. 

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/2-3.149 and 5/10-22.39. 
Guidelines for Managing Life-Threatening Food Allergies in Schools (Guidelines), 

jointly published by the State Board of Education and Ill. Dept. of Public Health. 

CROSS REF.: 4:110 (Transportation), 4:120 (Food Services), 4:170 (Safety), 5:100 (Staff 
Development Program), 6:120 (Education of Children with Disabilities), 6:240 
(Field Trips), 7:250 (Student Support Services), 7:270 (Administering Medicines 
to Students), 8:100, (Relations with Other Organizations and Agencies) 
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