
























Geneseo Community Unit School District No. 228 
 

648 N CHICAGO ST • GENESEO, ILLINOIS 61254 • (309) 945-0450 • FAX: (309) 945-0445 
 

    Mr. Scott D. Kuffel 
    Superintendent 
 

December 29, 2014 
 
 
VIA E-MAIL: miles.v@aol.com 
 
Dear Dr. Miles: 
 
This serves as the District’s second response to your December 3, 2014 FOIA request.  
The District’s first response was issued on December 9, 2014, and informed you that 
your request constitutes a “voluminous request” under FOIA1, and that it is unduly 
burdensome.  You did not notify the District that you would amend your request so that 
it is no longer a “voluminous request,” or that you would narrow the scope of the request 
to alleviate the undue burden resulting from its current construction.  Therefore, unless 
you significantly narrow the scope of your request within one week hereof, this response 
shall serve as the District’s denial of your request on the grounds that compliance by the 
District would be unduly burdensome.  
 
As previously noted, your request spans a period of more than three decades, and 
contains 36 individual requests for more than five different categories of debt issuance 
records.  Your request would be unduly burdensome to comply with in all of the 
following respects: 
 

1. The Search Efforts 
 

a. The same administrators have not been employed by the District during the 30- 
year period encompassed by your request.  Therefore, no single person has 
working knowledge of each and every debt issuance since 1984, or whether 
records of each issuance still exist and if so, where they may be found. 

 
b. District personnel would have to retrieve and review 30 years of board meeting 

agendas, minutes, and other documents in an attempt to determine conclusively 
when a “debt issuance”, as broadly defined in the request, may have occurred.   
 

c. Once issuances of debt were identified, the District anticipates that it would have 
to search archived records in multiple locations, and may need to contact third 
parties to inquire as to the existence of and retrieve the various types of records 
you are seeking.  We note that the District may no longer have records for each 
debt issuance over the course of 30 years, particularly if the bonded 
indebtedness pertaining to that issuance has been retired. 

                                                
1 The District’s first response also notified you that the District has no obligation under FOIA to create a 
“Directory Hierarchy” and/or File Naming Convention; the District was respectfully declining to comply with 
the directory structure you were requesting. 
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d. You are also seeking records for undefined “other miscellaneous debt 

instruments”.  This broad subcategory could include, but not be limited to, lease 
purchase agreements for school buses, technology, copiers, and telephone 
systems.  To search for records of these types over a 30-year period would be an 
insurmountable task. 

 
2. Compiling the Records 

 
a. The District anticipates that a majority of responsive records are in paper form, 

and are not stored electronically.  Your FOIA request states that the responsive 
information for closing records are on CD-ROM.  However, CD-ROMs have only 
been used in the last 10 years or so, possibly even less, and your request spans 
20 years before this time.  Given that there likely would be 100 pages or more of 
responsive records for each debt issuance, and likely many multi-page lease 
agreements, compiling the responsive records would be unduly burdensome.   
 

b. If you desired electronic copies of the responsive records, and the District only 
had paper records for all or part of your request, those records would need to be 
manually scanned to a PDF file, which would take a significant amount of time. 

 
c. Although the District has no legal obligation to create a “Directory Hierarchy” 

and/or “File Naming Convention”, as you requested, the unduly burdensome 
character of the request is borne out by the two pages of detailed instructions it 
provides concerning what would be required for the District to set up this 
directory structure which, you have indicated, is integral to your capability to put 
the amassed information you are seeking from numerous public bodies to the 
purpose you have described. 

 
In view of the above, the District believes that compliance with your request would be 
unduly burdensome for the District to comply with, and that the burden on the District 
outweighs the public interest in the information which you have asked the District to 
search for, retrieve, and provide.  Therefore, in compliance with FOIA Section 3(g), you 
have one final opportunity to narrow your request to manageable proportions.  If you do 
not provide any response within one week of the date of this letter, or if you do not 
reduce your request to a manageable scope, as determined by the District, your request 
is denied as permitted by FOIA Section 3(g). 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Scott D. Kuffel 
FOIA Officer 
648 N Chicago Street 
Geneseo, IL 61254 
(309)-945-0450 
 


