Geneseo Community Unit School District 228 6:340

Instruction

Student Testing and Assessment Program

The District student assessment program provides information for determining individual student
achievement and instructional needs; curriculum and instruction effectiveness; and school
performance measured against District student learning objectives and statewide norms.

The Superintendent or designee shall manage the student assessment program that, at a minimum:

1. Administers the State assessment system, known currently as the Partnership for Assessment
of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC), to all students and/or any other appropriate
assessment methods and instruments, including norm and criterion-referenced achievement
tests, aptitude tests, proficiency tests, and teacher-developed tests.

2. Informs students of the timelines and procedures applicable to their participation in every
State assessment.

3. Provides each student’s parents/guardians with the results or scores of each State assessment
See policy 6:280, Grading and Promotion.

4. Utilizes professional testing practices.

Overall student assessment data on tests required by State law will be aggregated by the District and
reported, along with other information, on the District’s annual report card. All reliable assessments
administered by the District and scored by entities outside of the District must be (1) reported to ISBE
on its form by the 30" day of each school year, and (2) made publicly available to parents and
guardians of students. Board policy 7:340, Student Records, and its implementing procedures govern
recordkeeping and access issues.

LEGAL REF.: Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. §1232g.
105 ILCS 5/2-3.63a-5, 5/2-3.64a-5, 5/10-17a, 5/22-82, and 5/27-1.

CROSS REF.: 6:15 (School Accountability), 6:280 (Grading and Promotion), 7:340 (Student
Records)

Adopted by Board Action 09/03/1985

Amended by Board Action 08/06/1991
Amended by Board Action 12/03/2001
Amended by Board Action 04/16/2009
Amended by Board Action 05/11/2017
Amended by Board Action 05/10/2018
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Geneseo Community Unit School District 228 7:15

Students

Student and Family Privacy Rights

Surveys

All surveys requesting personal information from students, as well as any other instrument used to
collect personal information from students, must advance or relate to the District’s educational
objectives as identified in School Board policy 6:10, Educational Philosophy and Objectives, or assist
students’ career choices. This applies to all surveys, regardless of whether the student answering the
questions can be identified and regardless of who created the survey.

Surveys Created by a Third Party

Before a school official or staff member administers or distributes a survey or evaluation created by a
third party to a student, the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) may inspect the survey or evaluation, upon
their request and within a reasonable time of their request.

This section applies to every survey: (1) that is created by a person or entity other than a District
official, staff member, or student, (2) regardless of whether the student answering the questions can
be identified, and (3) regardless of the subject matter of the questions.

Survey Requesting Personal Information

School officials and staff members shall not request, nor disclose, the identity of any student who
completes any survey or evaluation (created by any person or entity, including the District) containing
one or more of the following items:

1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the student’s parent/guardian.

2. Mental or psychological problems of the student or the student’s family.

3. Behavior or attitudes about sex.

4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior.

5. Critical appraisals of other individuals with whom students have close family relationships.

6. Legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those with lawyers,
physicians, and ministers.

7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or the student’s parent/guardian.

Income other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a program
or for receiving financial assistance under such program.

The student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) may:
1. Inspect the survey or evaluation upon, and within a reasonable time of, their request, and/or

2. Refuse to allow their child or ward to participate in the activity described above. The school
shall not penalize any student whose parent(s)/guardian(s) exercised this option.

Instructional Material

A student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) may inspect, upon their request, any instructional material used as
part of their child/ward’s educational curriculum within a reasonable time of their request.
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The term “instructional material” means instructional content that is provided to a student, regardless
of its format, printed or representational materials, audio-visual materials, and materials in electronic
or digital formats (such as materials accessible through the Internet). The term does not include
academic tests or academic assessments.

Physical Exams or Screenings

No school official or staff member shall subject a student to a non-emergency, invasive physical
examination or screening as a condition of school attendance. The term invasive physical examination
means any medical examination that involves the exposure of private body parts, or any act during
such examination that includes incision, insertion, or injection into the body, but does not include a
hearing, vision, or scoliosis screening.

The above paragraph does not apply to any physical examination or screening that:

1. Is permitted or required by an applicable State law, including physical examinations or
screenings that are permitted without parental notification.

2. Is administered to a student in accordance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (20 U.S.C. §1400 et seq.).

3. Is administered pursuant to the District’s extracurricular drug and alcohol testing program
(see Policy 7:240, Conduct Code for Participants in Extracurricular Activities).

4. Is otherwise authorized by Board policy.

Selling or Marketing Students’ Personal Information Is Prohibited

No school official or staff member shall market or sell personal information concerning students (or
otherwise provide that information to others for that purpose). The term personal information means
individually identifiable information including: (1) a student or parent’s first and last name, (2) a
home or other physical address (including street name and the name of the city or town), (3) a
telephone number, (4) a Social Security identification number or (5) driver’s license number or State
identification card.

The above paragraph does not apply: (1) if the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) have consented; or (2)
to the collection, disclosure or, use of personal information collected from students for the exclusive
purpose of developing, evaluating or providing educational products or services for, or to, students or
educational institutions, such as the following:

1. College or other postsecondary education recruitment, or military recruitment.

2. Book clubs, magazines, and programs providing access to low-cost literary products.

3. Curriculum and instructional materials used by elementary schools and secondary schools.
4

Tests and assessments to provide cognitive, evaluative, diagnostic, clinical, aptitude, or
achievement information about students (or to generate other statistically useful data for the
purpose of securing such tests and assessments) and the subsequent analysis and public
release of the aggregate data from such tests and assessments.

5. The sale by students of products or services to raise funds for school-related or education-
related activities.

6. Student recognition programs.

Under no circumstances may a school official or staff member provide a student’s personal
information to a business organization or financial institution that issues credit or debit cards.
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Notification of Rights and Procedures

The Superintendent or designee shall notify students’ parents/guardians of:

1.
2
3.

4.

This policy as well as its availability upon request from the general administration office.
How to opt their child or ward out of participation in activities as provided in this policy.

The approximate dates during the school year when a survey requesting personal information,
as described above, is scheduled or expected to be scheduled.

How to request access to any survey or other material described in this policy.

This notification shall be given parents/guardians at least annually, at the beginning of the school
year, and within a reasonable period after any substantive change in this policy.

The rights provided to parents/guardians in this policy transfer to the student when the student turns
18 years old, or is an emancipated minor.

LEGAL REF.: 20 U.S.C. §1232h, Protection of Pupil Rights Act.

325 ILCS 17/, Children’s Privacy Protection and Parental Empowerment Act.
105 ILCS 5/10-20.38.

CROSS REF.: 2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedure), 6:210 (Instructional Materials), 6:260

(Complaints About Curriculum, Instructional Materials, and Programs), 7:130
(Student Rights and Responsibilities), 7:240 (Conduct Code for Participants in
Extracurricular Activities), 7:300 (Extracurricular Athletics)

Adopted by Board Action 06/11/2009
Adopted by Board Action 03/09/2017
Amended by Board Action 05/10/2018
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Geneseo Community Unit School District 228 7:70

Students

Attendance and Truancy

Compulsory School Attendance

This policy applies to individuals who have custody or control of a child: (a) between the ages of six
(on or before September 1) and 17 years (unless the child has graduated from high school), or (b) who
is enrolled in any of grades kindergarten through 12 in the public school regardless of age.

Subject to specific requirements in State law, the following children are not required to attend public
school: (1) any child attending a private school (including a home school) or parochial school, (2) any
child who is physically or mentally unable to attend school (including a pregnant student suffering
medical complications as certified by her physician), (3) any child lawfully and necessarily employed,
(4) any child over 12 and under 14 years of age while in confirmation classes, (5) any child absent
because his or her religion forbids secular activity on a particular day, and (6) any child 16 years of
age or older who is employed and is enrolled in a graduation incentives program.

The parent/guardian of a student who is enrolled must authorize all absences from school and notify
the school in advance or at the time of the student’s absence. A valid cause for absence includes
illness, observance of a religious holiday, death in the immediate family, family emergency, other
situations beyond the control of the student, other circumstances that cause reasonable concern to the
parent/guardian for the student’s safety or health, or other reason as approved by the Superintendent
or designee.

Absenteeism and Truancy Program

The Superintendent or designee shall manage an absenteeism and truancy program in accordance with
the School Code and School Board policy. The program shall include but not be limited to:

1. A protocol for excusing a student from attendance who is necessarily and lawfully employed.
The Superintendent or designee is authorized to determine when the student’s absence is
justified.

2. A protocol for excusing a student in grades 6 through 12 from attendance to sound 7aps at a
military honors funeral held in Illinois for a deceased veteran.

3. A process to telephone, within two hours after the first class, the parents/guardians of
students in grade 8 or below who are absent without prior parent/guardian notification.

4. A process to identify and track students who are truants, chronic or habitual truants, or truant
minors as defined in the School Code, Section 26-2a.

5. A description of diagnostic procedures for identifying the cause(s) of a student’s unexcused
absenteeism, including interviews with the student, his or her parent(s)/guardian(s), and staff
members or other people who may have information about the reasons for the student’s
attendance problem.

6. The identification of supportive services that may be offered to truant or chronically truant
students, including parent-teacher conferences, student and/or family counseling, or
information about community agency services. See Board policy 6:110, Programs for
Students At Risk of Academic Failure and/or Dropping Out of School and Graduation
Incentives Program.
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7. A process to request the assistance and resources of outside agencies, such as, the juvenile
officer of the local police department or the truant office of the appropriate Regional Office
of Education, if truancy continues after supportive services have been offered.

8. A protocol for cooperating with non-District agencies including County or municipal
authorities, the Regional Superintendent, truant officers, the Community Truancy Review
Board, and a comprehensive community based youth service agency. Any disclosure of
school student records must be consistent with Board policy 7:340, Student Records, as well
as State and federal law concerning school student records.

9. An acknowledgement that no punitive action, including out-of-school suspensions,
expulsions, or court action, shall be taken against a chronic truant for his or her truancy
unless available supportive services and other school resources have been provided to the
student.

10. The criteria to determine whether a student’s non-attendance is due to extraordinary
circumstances shall include economic or medical necessity or family hardship and such other
criteria that the Superintendent believes qualifies.

[For high school and unit districts only]

11. A process for a 17-year-old resident to participate in the District’s various programs and
resources for truants. The student must provide documentation of his/her dropout status for
the previous six months. A request from an individual 19 years of age or older to re-enroll
after having dropped out of school is handled according to provisions in 7:50, Students
School Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Non-District Schools.

12. A process for the temporary exclusion of a student 17 years of age or older for failing to meet
minimum academic or attendance standards according to provisions in State law. A
parent/guardian has the right to appeal a decision to exclude a student.

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/26-1 through 16.
705 ILCS 405/3-33.5.
23 Ill.Admin.Code §§1.242 and 1.290.

CROSS REF.: 6:110 (Programs for Students At Risk of Academic Failure and/or Dropping Out
of School and Graduation Incentives Program), 6:150 (Home and Hospital
Instruction), 7:10 (Equal Educational Opportunities), 7:50 (School Admissions
and Student Transfers To and From Non-District Schools), 7:60 (Residence),
7:80 (Release Time for Religious Instruction/Observance), 7:190 (Student
Behavior), 7:340 (Student Records)

Adopted by Board Action 09/03/1991

Amended by Board Action 03/03/1992
Amended by Board Action 06/01/1999
Amended by Board Action 02/04/2002
Amended by Board Action 05/14/2009
Amended by Board Action 12/09/2010
Amended by Board Action 03/13/2014
Amended by Board Action 05/08/2014
Adopted by Board Action 05/11/2017

Amended by Board Action 05/10/2018
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Geneseo Community Unit School District 228 7:180

Students

Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment

Bullying, intimidation, and harassment diminish a student’s ability to learn and a school’s ability to
educate. Preventing students from engaging in these disruptive behaviors and providing all students
equal access to a safe, non-hostile learning environment are important District goals.

Bullying on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, national origin, military status, unfavorable
discharge status from the military service, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender-related
identity or expression, ancestry, age, religion, physical or mental disability, order of protection status,
status of being homeless, or actual or potential marital or parental status, including pregnancy,
association with a person or group with one or more of the aforementioned actual or perceived
characteristics, or any other distinguishing characteristic is prohibited in each of the following
situations:

1. During any school-sponsored education program or activity.

2. While in school, on school property, on school buses or other school vehicles, at designated
school bus stops waiting for the school bus, or at school-sponsored or school-sanctioned
events or activities.

3. Through the transmission of information from a school computer, a school computer
network, or other similar electronic school equipment.

4. Through the transmission of information from a computer that is accessed at a nonschool-
related location, activity, function, or program or from the use of technology or an electronic
device that is not owned, leased, or used by the School District or school if the bullying
causes a substantial disruption to the educational process or orderly operation of a school.
This paragraph (item #4) applies only when a school administrator or teacher receives a
report that bullying through this means has occurred; it does not require staff members to
monitor any non-school-related activity, function, or program.

Definitions from Section 27-23.7 of the School Code (105 ILCS 5/27-23.7)

Bullying includes cyber-bullying and means any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act or conduct,
including communications made in writing or electronically, directed toward a student or students
that has or can be reasonably predicted to have the effect of one or more of the following:

1. Placing the student or students in reasonable fear of harm to the student’s or students’ person
or property;

2. Causing a substantially detrimental effect on the student’s or students’ physical or mental
health;

Substantially interfering with the student’s or students’ academic performance; or

4. Substantially interfering with the student’s or students’ ability to participate in or benefit from
the services, activities, or privileges provided by a school.

Cyber-bullying means bullying through the use of technology or any electronic communication,
including without limitation any transfer of signs, signals, writing, images, sounds, data, or
intelligence of any nature transmitted in whole or in part by a wire, radio, electromagnetic system,
photo-electronic system, or photo-optical system, including without limitation electronic mail,
Internet communications, instant messages, or facsimile communications. Cyber-bullying includes the
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creation of a webpage or weblog in which the creator assumes the identity of another person or the
knowing impersonation of another person as the author of posted content or messages if the creation
or impersonation creates any of the effects enumerated in the definition of bullying. Cyber-bullying
also includes the distribution by electronic means of a communication to more than one person or the
posting of material on an electronic medium that may be accessed by one or more persons if the
distribution or posting creates any of the effects enumerated in the definition of bullying.

Restorative measures means a continuum of school-based alternatives to exclusionary discipline, such
as suspensions and expulsions, that: (i) are adapted to the particular needs of the school and
community, (ii) contribute to maintaining school safety, (iii) protect the integrity of a positive and
productive learning climate, (iv) teach students the personal and interpersonal skills they will need to
be successful in school and society, (v) serve to build and restore relationships among students,
families, schools, and communities, and (vi) reduce the likelihood of future disruption by balancing
accountability with an understanding of students’ behavioral health needs in order to keep students in
school.

School personnel means persons employed by, on contract with, or who volunteer in a school district,
including without limitation school and school district administrators, teachers, school guidance
counselors, school social workers, school counselors, school psychologists, school nurses, cafeteria
workers, custodians, bus drivers, school resource officers, and security guards.

Bullying Prevention and Response Plan

The Superintendent or designee shall develop and maintain a bullying prevention and response plan
that advances the District’s goal of providing all students with a safe learning environment free of
bullying and harassment. This plan must be consistent with the requirements listed below; each
numbered requirement, 1-12, corresponds with the same number in the list of required policy
components in 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7(b) 1-12.

1. The District uses the definition of bullying as provided in this policy.

2. Bullying is contrary to State law and the policy of this District. However, nothing in the
District’s bullying prevention and response plan is intended to infringe upon any right to
exercise free expression or the free exercise of religion or religiously based views protected
under the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution or under Section 3 of Article I of the
Illinois Constitution.

3. Students are encouraged to immediately report bullying. A report may be made orally or in
writing to the District Complaint Manager or any staff member with whom the student is
comfortable speaking. Anyone, including staff members and parents/guardians, who has
information about actual or threatened bullying is encouraged to report it to the District
Complaint Manager or any staff member. Anonymous reports are also accepted.

Complaint Manager:

Tim Gronski

Name

648 N. Chicago Street, Geneseo, IL 61254
Address

tgronski@dist228.org

Email

309-945-0450

Telephone

4. Consistent with federal and State laws and rules governing student privacy rights, the
Superintendent or designee shall promptly inform the parent(s)/guardian(s) of every student
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10.

11.

7:180

involved in an alleged incident of bullying and discuss, as appropriate, the availability of
social work services, counseling, school psychological services, other interventions, and
restorative measures.

The Superintendent or designee shall promptly investigate and address reports of bullying,
by, among other things:

a. Making all reasonable efforts to complete the investigation within 10 school days after
the date the report of a bullying incident was received and taking into consideration
additional relevant information received during the course of the investigation about the
reported bullying incident.

b. Involving appropriate school support personnel and other staff persons with knowledge,
experience, and training on bullying prevention, as deemed appropriate, in the
investigation process.

c. Notifying the Building Principal or school administrator or designee of the reported
incident of bullying as soon as possible after the report is received.

d. Consistent with federal and State laws and rules governing student privacy rights,
providing parents/guardians of the students who are parties to the investigation
information about the investigation and an opportunity to meet with the Building
Principal or school administrator or his or her designee to discuss the investigation, the
findings of the investigation, and the actions taken to address the reported incident of
bullying.

The Superintendent or designee shall investigate whether a reported incident of bullying is
within the permissible scope of the District’s jurisdiction and shall require that the District
provide the victim with information regarding services that are available within the District
and community, such as counseling, support services, and other programs.

The Superintendent or designee shall use interventions to address bullying, that may include,
but are not limited to, school social work services, restorative measures, social-emotional
skill building, counseling, school psychological services, and community-based services.

A reprisal or retaliation against any person who reports an act of bullying is prohibited. A
student’s act of reprisal or retaliation will be treated as bullying for purposes of determining
any consequences or other appropriate remedial actions.

A student will not be punished for reporting bullying or supplying information, even if the
District’s investigation concludes that no bullying occurred. However, knowingly making a
false accusation or providing knowingly false information will be treated as bullying for
purposes of determining any consequences or other appropriate remedial actions.

The District’s bullying prevention and response plan must be based on the engagement of a
range of school stakeholders, including students and parents/guardians.

The Superintendent or designee shall post this policy on the District’s Internet website, if any,
and include it in the student handbook, and, where applicable, post it where other policies,
rules, and standards of conduct are currently posted. The policy must also be distributed

annually to parents/guardians, students, and school personnel, including new employees when
hired.

The Superintendent or designee shall assist the Board with its evaluation and assessment of
this policy’s outcomes and effectiveness. This process shall include, without limitation:

a. The frequency of victimization;
b. Student, staff, and family observations of safety at a school;
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12.
13.

7:180

c.
d.
3

Identification of areas of a school where bullying occurs;
The types of bullying utilized; and
Bystander intervention or participation.

The evaluation process may use relevant data and information that the District already
collects for other purposes. The Superintendent or designee must post the information
developed as a result of the policy evaluation on the District’s website, or if a website is not
available, the information must be provided to school administrators, Board members, school
personnel, parents/guardians, and students.

The District’s bullying prevention plan must be consistent with other Board policies.

The Superintendent or designee shall fully inform staff members of the District’s goal to
prevent students from engaging in bullying and the measures being used to accomplish it.
This includes each of the following:

a.

Communicating the District’s expectation and State law requirement that teachers and
other certificated or licensed employees maintain discipline.

Establishing the expectation that staff members: (1) intervene immediately to stop a
bullying incident that they witness or immediately contact building security and/or law
enforcement if the incident involves a weapon or other illegal activity, (2) report
bullying, whether they witness it or not, to an administrator, and (3) inform the
administration of locations on school grounds where additional supervision or monitoring
may be needed to prevent bullying.

Where appropriate in the staff development program, providing strategies to staff
members to effectively prevent bullying and intervene when it occurs.

Establishing a process for staff members to fulfill their obligation to report alleged acts of
bullying.
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LEGAL REF.: 405 ILCS 49/, Children’s Mental Health Act.
105 ILCS 5/10-20.14, 5/24-24, and 5/27-23.7.
23 Ill.Admin.Code §§1.240 and §1.280.

CROSS REF.: 2:240 (Board Policy Development), 2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedure), 4:170
(Safety), 5:230 (Maintaining Student Discipline), 6:60 (Curriculum Content),
6:65 (Student Social and Emotional Development), 6:235 (Access to Electronic
Networks), 7:20 (Harassment of Students Prohibited), 7:185 (Teen Dating
Violence Prohibited), 7:190 (Student Discipline), 7:220 (Bus Conduct), 7:230
(Misconduct by Students with Disabilities), 7:240 (Conduct Code for Participants
in Extracurricular Activities), 7:285 (Food Allergy Management Program), 7:310
(Restrictions on Publications)

Adopted by Board action 05/14/2009
Amended by Board action 09/09/2010
Amended by Board action 11/11/2010
Amended by Board action 06/09/2011
Amended by Board action 06/30/2013
Amended by Board action 01/08/2015
Amended by Board Action 05/10/2018

7:180 Page 5 of 5



Geneseo Community Unit School District 228 7:250

Students

Student Support Services

The following student support services may be provided by the School District:

1. Health services supervised by a qualified nurse. The Superintendent or designee may
implement procedures to further a healthy school environment and prevent or reduce the
spread of disease.

2. Educational and psychological testing services and the services of a psychologist as needed.
In all cases, written permission to administer a psychological examination must be obtained
from a student’s parent(s)/guardian(s). The results will be given to the parent(s)/guardian(s),
with interpretation, as well as to the appropriate professional staff.

3. The services of a social worker. A student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) must consent to regular or
continuing services from a social worker.

4. Guidance and counseling services.

A liaison to facilitate the enrollment and transfer of records of students in the legal custody of
the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services when enrolling in or changing
schools.

The Superintendent or designee shall develop protocols for responding to students with social,
emotional, or mental health problems that impact learning ability. The District, however, assumes no
liability for preventing, identifying, or treating such problems.

This policy shall be implemented in a manner consistent with State and federal laws, including the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 42 U.S.C. §12101 et seq.

LEGAL REF.: Children’s Mental Health Act of 2003, 405 ILCS 49/.
Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Confidentiality Act, 740 ILCS 110/.
105 ILCS 5/10-20.58.

CROSS REF.: 6:65 (Student Social and Emotional Development), 6:270 (Guidance and

Counseling Program), 7:100 (Health, Eye, and Dental Examinations;
Immunizations; and Exclusion of Students), 7:280 (Communicable and Chronic
Infectious Diseases), 7:340 (Student Records)

Adopted by Board Action 05/14/2009
Amended by Board Action 05/11/2017
Amended by Board Action 05/12/2018
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