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School Board 

Types of School Board Meetings  

General 

For all meetings of the School Board and its committees, the Superintendent or designee shall satisfy 
all notice and posting requirements contained herein as well as in the Open Meetings Act.  This shall 
include mailing or emailing meeting notifications to news media that have officially requested them 
and to others as approved by the School Board. Unless otherwise specified, all meetings are held 
according to the location specified on the annual Board meeting calendar as published. Board policy 
2:220, School Board Meeting Procedure, governs meeting quorum requirements. 

The Superintendent is designated on behalf of the Board and each Board committee to receive the 
training on compliance with the Open Meetings Act that is administered by the Illinois Attorney 
General’s Public Access Counselor.  The Superintendent may identify other employees to receive the 
training.  Each Board member is encouraged to take the training once during his or her term. 

Regular Meetings 

The School Board announces the time and place for its regular meetings at the beginning of each 
fiscal year. The Superintendent shall prepare and make available the calendar of regular School Board 
meetings. Meeting dates may be changed with 10 days’ notice in accordance with State law.  

A meeting agenda shall be posted at the District’s main office and the Board’s meeting room, or other 
location where the meeting is to be held, at least 48 hours before the meeting. Items not specifically 
on the agenda may still be considered during the meeting.  

Closed Meetings 

The School Board and School Board committees may meet in a closed meeting to consider the 
following subjects: 

1. The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of 
specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing 
testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal 
counsel for the public body to determine its validity.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1). 

2. Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their 
representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of 
employees.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2). 

3. The selection of a person to fill a public office, as defined in the Open Meetings Act, 
including a vacancy in a public office, when the public body is given power to appoint under 
law or ordinance, or the discipline, performance or removal of the occupant of a public office, 
when the public body is given power to remove the occupant under law or ordinance.  5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(3). 

4. Evidence or testimony presented in open hearing, or in closed hearing where specifically 
authorized by law, to a quasi-adjudicative body, as defined in the Open Meetings Act, 
provided that the body prepares and makes available for public inspection a written decision 
setting forth its determinative reasoning.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(4). 
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5. The purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, including meetings held 
for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired.  5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(5). 

6. The setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by the public body.  5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(6). 

7. The sale or purchase of securities, investments, or investment contracts.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(7). 

8. Security procedures and the use of personnel and equipment to respond to an actual, a 
threatened, or a reasonably potential danger to the safety of employees, students, staff, the 
public, or public property.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(8). 

9. Student disciplinary cases.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(9). 

10. The placement of individual students in special education programs and other matters relating 
to individual students.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(10). 

11. Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has 
been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body 
finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding shall be 
recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed meeting.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11). 

12. The establishment of reserves or settlement of claims as provided in the Local Governmental 
and Governmental Employees Tort Immunity Act, if otherwise the disposition of a claim or 
potential claim might be prejudiced, or the review or discussion of claims, loss or risk 
management information, records, data, advice or communications from or with respect to 
any insurer of the public body or any intergovernmental risk management association or self 
insurance pool of which the public body is a member.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(12). 

13. Self-evaluation, practices and procedures, or professional ethics, when meeting with a 
representative of a statewide association of which the public body is a member.  5 ILCS 
120/2(c)(16). 

14. Discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under the Open Meetings Act, whether for 
purposes of approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes as 
mandated by Section 2.06.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(21). 

The Board may hold a closed meeting, or close a portion of a meeting, by a majority vote of a 
quorum, taken at an open meeting.  The vote of each School Board member present, and the reason 
for the closed meeting, will be publicly disclosed at the time of the meeting and clearly stated in the 
motion and the meeting minutes.  

A single motion calling for a series of closed meetings may be adopted when such meetings will 
involve the same particular matters and are scheduled to be held within 3 months of the vote.  

No final School Board action will be taken at a closed meeting.  

Reconvened or Rescheduled Meetings 

A meeting may be rescheduled or reconvened.  Public notice of a rescheduled or reconvened meeting 
shall be given in the same manner as that for a special meeting, except that no public notice is 
required when the original meeting is open to the public and:  (1) is to be reconvened within 24 hours, 
or (2) an announcement of the time and place of the reconvened meeting was made at the original 
meeting and there is no change in the agenda.  
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Special Meetings 

Special meetings may be called by the President or by any 3 members of the School Board by giving 
notice thereof, in writing, stating the time, place, and purpose of the meeting to remaining Board 
members by mail at least 48 hours before the meeting, or by personal service at least 24 hours before 
the meeting.  

Public notice of a special meeting is given by posting a notice at the District’s main office at least 48 
hours before the meeting and by notifying the news media that have filed a written request for notice. 
A meeting agenda shall accompany the notice.  

No matters will be discussed, considered, or brought before the School Board at any special meeting 
other than such matters as were included in the stated purpose of the meeting.  

Emergency Meetings 

Public notice of emergency meetings shall be given as soon as practical, but in any event, before the 
meeting to news media that have filed a written request for notice.  

Posting on the District Website  

In addition to the other notices specified in this policy, the Superintendent or designee shall post the 
following on the District website or from a link from the District website:  (1) the annual schedule of 
regular meetings, which shall remain posted until the Board approves a new schedule of regular 
meetings; (2) a public notice of all Board meetings; and (3) the agenda for each regular meeting 
which shall remain posted until the regular meeting is concluded. 

LEGAL REF.: 5 ILCS 120/, Open Meeting Act. 
 5 ILCS 140/, Freedom of Information Act.                            

105 ILCS 5/10-6 and 5/10-16. 

CROSS REF.: 2:210 (Organizational School Board Meetings), 2:220 (School Board Meeting 
Procedure), 2:230 (Public Participation at School Board Meetings and Petitions 
to the Board), 6:235 (Access to Electronic Networks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Amended By Board Action 04/07/1998 
Amended By Board Action 03/06/2001 
Amended By Board Action 11/14/2007 
Amended by Board Action 09/09/2010 
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General Personnel 

Equal Employment Opportunity and Minority Recruitment  

The School District shall provide equal employment opportunities to all persons regardless of their 
race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, age, ancestry, marital status, arrest 
record, military status, order of protection status, or unfavorable military discharge, citizenship status 
provided the individual is authorized to work in the United States, use of lawful products while not at 
work, being a victim of domestic or sexual violence, genetic information, physical or mental handicap 
or disability, if otherwise able to perform the essential functions of the job with reasonable 
accommodation, and other legally protected categories.  

Persons who believe they have not received equal employment opportunities should report their 
claims to the Nondiscrimination Coordinator and/or a Complaint Manager for the Uniform Grievance 
Procedure.  These individuals are listed below.  No employee or applicant will be discriminated or 
retaliated against because he or she initiated a complaint, was a witness, supplied information, or 
otherwise participated in an investigation or proceeding involving an alleged violation of this policy 
or State or federal laws, rules or regulations, provided the employee or applicant did not make a 
knowingly false accusation nor provide knowingly false information.  

Administrative Implementation 

The Superintendent shall appoint a Nondiscrimination Coordinator for personnel who shall be 
responsible for coordinating the District’s nondiscrimination efforts.  The Nondiscrimination 
Coordinator may be the Superintendent or a Complaint Manager for the Uniform Grievance 
Procedure.  The Superintendent shall insert into this policy the names, addresses, and telephone 
numbers of the District’s current Nondiscrimination Coordinator and Complaint Managers.  

Nondiscrimination Coordinator: 

Joni Swanson  
Name 
209 S. College Avenue 

 

Address 
Geneseo, IL 61254 

 

309-945-0450  
Telephone  
 
Complaint Managers: 

Joni Swanson  Jack Schlindwein 
Name 
209 S. College Avenue 

 Name 
209 S. College Avenue 

Address 
Geneseo, IL 61254 

 Address 
Geneseo, IL 61254 

309-945-0450  309-945-0450 
Telephone  Telephone 
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The Superintendent shall also use reasonable measures to inform staff members and applicants that 
the District is an equal opportunity employer, such as, by posting required notices and including this 
policy in the appropriate handbooks.  

Minority Recruitment  

The District will attempt to recruit and hire minority employees.  The implementation of this policy 
may include advertising openings in minority publications, participating in minority job fairs, and 
recruiting at colleges and universities with significant minority enrollments.  This policy, however, 
does not require or permit the District to give preferential treatment or special rights based on a 
protected status without evidence of past discrimination. 

 
LEGAL REF.: Age Discrimination in Employment Act, 29 U.S.C. §621 et seq. 
  Americans With Disabilities Act, Title I, 42 U.S.C. §12111 et seq. 
  Civil Rights Act of 1991, 29 U.S.C. §§621 et seq., 42 U.S.C. §1981 et seq., §2000e  
   et seq., and §12101 et seq.  
  Equal Employment Opportunities Act (Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964),  
   42 U.S.C. §2000e et seq., 29 C.F.R. Part 1601 
  Equal Pay Act, 29 U.S.C. §206(d). 
  Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act, 42 U.S.C. §2000ff et seq. 
  Immigration Reform and Control Act, 8 U.S.C. §1324a et seq. 
  Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. §791 et seq. 
  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. §2000d et seq. 
  Pregnancy Discrimination Act, 42. U.S.C. §2000e(k). 
  Title IX of the Education Amendments, 20 U.S.C. §1681 et seq., 34 C.F.R. Part 106. 
  Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (1994), 38 U.S.C. 
   §§4301 et seq. 
  Ill. Constitution, Art. I, §§17, 18, and 19. 
  105 ILCS 5/10-20.7, 5/10-20.7a, 5/10-21.1, 5/10-22.4, 5/10-23.5, 5/22-19, 5/24-4,
   5/24-4.1,and 5/24-7. 
  Genetic Information Protection Act, 410 ILCS 513/25. 
  Ill. Whistleblower Act, 740 ILCS 174/. 
  Ill. Human Rights Act, 775 ILCS 5/1-103 and 5/2-102. 
  Religious Freedom Restoration Act, 775 ILCS 35/5. 
  Ill. Equal Pay Act of 2003, 820 ILCS 112/ 
  Victims’ Economic Security and Safety Act, 820 ILCS 180/30. 
  23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.230. 
 
CROSS REF.: 2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedure), 5:20 (Sexual Harassment), 5:30 (Hiring  
  Process and Criteria, 5:40 (Communicable and Chronic Infectious Disease), 5:70  
  (Religious Holidays), 5:180 (Temporary Illness or Temporary Incapacity), 5:200  
  (Terms and Conditions of Employment and Dismissal), 5:250 (Leaves of Absence), 
  5:270 (Employment, At-Will, Compensation, and Assignment), 5:300, (Schedules 
  and Employment Year), 5:330 (Sick Days, Vacation, Holidays, and Leaves), 7:10 
  (Equal Educational Opportunities), 7:180 (Preventing Bullying, Intimidation, and 
  Harassment), 8:70 (Accommodating Individuals with Disabilities) 
Adopted By Board Action 09/03/1985 
Amended By Board Action 03/05/1991 
Amended By Board Action 04/06/1999 
Amended By Board Action 12/12/2007 
Amended by Board Action 09/09/2010 
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Instruction 

Curriculum Content  

The curriculum shall contain instruction on subjects required by State statute or regulation as follows: 

1. In kindergarten through grade 8, subjects include:  (a) language arts, (b) reading, (c) other 
communication skills, (d) science, (e) mathematics, (f) social studies, (g) art, (h) music, and 
(i) drug and substance abuse prevention.  

2. In grades 9 through 12, subjects include:  (a) language arts, (b) writing intensive course, (c) 
science, (d) mathematics, (e) social studies including U.S. history, (f) foreign language, (g) 
music, (h) art, (i) driver and safety education, and (j) vocational education.  

Students otherwise eligible to take a driver education course must receive a passing grade in 
at least 8 courses during the previous 2 semesters before enrolling in the course.  The 
Superintendent or designee may waive this requirement if he or she believes a waiver to be in 
the student’s best interest. The course shall include classroom instruction on distracted 
driving as a major traffic safety issue. Automobile safety instruction covering traffic 
regulations and highway safety must include instruction on the consequences of alcohol 
consumption and the operation of a motor vehicle. The eligibility requirements contained in 
State law for the receipt of a certificate of completion from the Secretary of State shall be 
provided to students in writing at the time of their registration.  

3. In grades 7 through 12, as well as in interscholastic athletic programs, steroid abuse 
prevention must be taught.  

4. In grades 4 through 12, provided it can be funded by private grants or the federal government, 
violence prevention and conflict resolution must be stressed, including:  (a) causes of conflict, 
(b) consequences of violent behavior, (c) non-violent resolution, and (d) relationships 
between drugs, alcohol, and violence.  

5. In grades 3 or above, the curriculum contains a unit on Internet safety, the scope of which 
shall be determined by the Superintendent or designee. 

6. In all grades, character education must be taught including respect, responsibility, fairness, 
caring, trustworthiness, and citizenship in order to raise students’ honesty, kindness, justice, 
discipline, respect for others, and moral courage.  

7. In all schools, citizenship values must be taught, including:  (a) patriotism, (b) democratic 
principles of freedom, justice, and equality, (c) proper use and display of the American flag, 
(d) the Pledge of Allegiance, and (e) the voting process.  

8. In all grades, physical education must be taught including a developmentally planned and 
sequential curriculum that fosters the development of movement skills, enhances health-
related fitness, increases students’ knowledge, offers direct opportunities to learn how to 
work cooperatively in a group setting, and encourages healthy habits and attitudes for a 
healthy lifestyle.  Unless otherwise exempted, all students are required to engage daily during 
the school day in a physical education course.  For exemptions and substitutions, see policies 
6:310, Credit for Alternative Courses and Programs, and Course Substitution, and 7:260, 
Exemption from Physical Activity.  

9. In all schools, health education must be stressed, including:  (a) proper nutrition, (b) physical 
fitness, (c) components necessary to develop a sound mind in a healthy body, and (d) dangers 
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and avoidance of abduction.   The Superintendent shall implement a comprehensive health 
education program in accordance with State law. 

10. In all schools, career/vocational education must be taught, including:  (a) the importance of 
work, (b) the development of basic skills to enter the world of work and/or continue formal 
education, (c) good work habits and values, (d) the relationship between learning and work, 
and (e) if possible, a student work program that provides the student with work experience as 
an extension of the regular classroom.  A career awareness and exploration program must be 
available at all grade levels.  

11. In grades 9 through 12, consumer education must be taught, including: financial literacy; 
installment purchasing; budgeting, savings, and investing; banking; simple contracts; income 
taxes; personal insurance policies; the comparison of prices; homeownership; and the roles of 
consumers interacting with agriculture, business, labor unions, and government in 
formulating and achieving the goals of the mixed free enterprise system.  

12. In all schools, conservation of natural resources must be taught, including:  (a) home ecology, 
(b) endangered species, (c) threats to the environment, and (d) the importance of the 
environment to life as we know it.  

13. In all schools, United States history must be taught, including:  (a) the principles of 
representative government, (b) the Constitutions of the U.S. and Illinois, (c) the role of the 
U.S. in world affairs, (d) the role of labor unions, and (e) the role and contributions of ethnic 
groups, including but not limited to, the African Americans, Albanians, Asian Americans, 
Bohemians, Czechs, French, Germans, Hispanics (including the events related to the forceful 
removal and illegal deportation of Mexican-American U.S. citizens during the Great 
Depression), Hungarians, Irish, Italians, Lithuanians, Polish, Russians, Scots, and Slovakians 
in the history of this country and State.  

In addition, all schools shall hold an educational program on the United States Constitution 
on Constitution Day, each September 17, commemorating the September 17, 1787 signing of 
the Constitution.  However, when September 17 falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, 
Constitution Day shall be held during the preceding or following week. 

14. In grade 7 and all high school courses concerning U.S. history or a combination of U.S. 
history and American government, students must view a Congressional Medal of Honor film 
made by the Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation, provided there is no cost for the 
film. 

15. In all schools, the curriculum includes a unit of instruction on the Holocaust and crimes of 
genocide, including Nazi atrocities of 1933-1945, Armenian Genocide, the Famine-Genocide 
in Ukraine, and more recent atrocities in Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda, and Sudan.  

16. In all schools, the curriculum includes a unit of instruction on the history, struggles, and 
contributions of women.  

17. In all schools, the curriculum includes a unit of instruction on Black History, including the 
history of the African slave trade, slavery in America, and the vestiges of slavery in this 
country, as well as the struggles and contributions of African-Americans.  

18. In all schools offering a secondary agricultural education program, the curriculum includes 
courses as required by 105 ILCS 5/2-3.80.  

19. In all schools, instruction during courses as determined by the Superintendent or designee on 
disability history, awareness, and the disability rights movement. 
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LEGAL REF.: 5 ILCS 465/3 and 465/3a. 
   20 ILCS 2605/2605-480. 
   Public Law 108-447, Section 111 of Division J. 
   105 ILCS 5/2-3.80(e) and (f), 5/27-3, 5/27-3.5, 5/27-5, 5/27-6, 5/27-7, 5/27-12,
          5/27-12.1, 5/27-13.1, 5/27-13.2, 5/27-20.3, 5/27-20.4, 5/27-20.5, 5/27-21, 
          5/27-22, 5/27-23, 5/27-23.3, 5/27-23.4, 5/27-23.7, 5/27-23.8, 5/27-24.2, 
          435/, and 110/3. 
   625 ILCS 5/6-408.5. 
   23 Ill.Admin.Code §§ 1.420, 1.430, and 1.440 
 
CROSS REF.: 6:20 (School Year Calendar and Day), 6:40 (Curriculum Development), 6:70 
   (Teaching About Religions), 7:190 (Student Discipline); 7:260 (Exemption from 
   Physical Activity) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Adopted by Board Action 12/03/2001 
Amended by Board Action 03/11/2008 
Amended by Board Action 03/12/2009 
Amended by Board Action 09/09/2010 
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Students 

Equal Educational Opportunities  

Equal educational and extracurricular opportunities shall be available for all students without regard 
to color, race, nationality, religion, sex, sexual orientation, ancestry, age, physical or mental 
disability, gender identity, status of being homeless, order of protection status, actual or potential 
marital or parental status, including pregnancy. Further, the District will not knowingly enter into 
agreements with any entity or any individual that discriminates against students on the basis of sex or 
any other protected status, except that the District remains viewpoint neutral when granting access to 
school facilities under School Board policy 8:20, Community Use of School Facilities. Any student 
may file a discrimination grievance by using Board policy 2:260, Uniform Grievance Procedure.  

Sex Equity  

No student shall, based on sex, sexual orientation, or gender identity, be denied equal access to 
programs, activities, services, or benefits or be limited in the exercise of any right, privilege, 
advantage, or denied equal access to educational and extracurricular programs and activities. 

Any student may file a sex equity complaint by using Board policy 2:260, Uniform Grievance 
Procedure.  A student may appeal the Board’s resolution of the complaint to the Regional 
Superintendent (pursuant to 105 ILCS 5/3-10) and, thereafter, to the State Superintendent of 
Education (pursuant to 105 ILCS 5/2-3.8).  

Administrative Implementation 

The Superintendent shall appoint a Nondiscrimination Coordinator. The Superintendent and Building 
Principal shall use reasonable measures to inform staff members and students of this policy and 
grievance procedure.  

LEGAL REF.: 42 U.S.C. §11431 et seq., McKinney Homeless Assistance Act. 
20 U.S.C.§1681 et seq., 34 C.F.R. Part 106; Title IX of the Educational 

Amendments 
29 U.S.C. §791 et seq., Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
775 ILCS 35/5, Religious Freedom Restoration Act. 
Ill. Constitution, Art. I, §18. 
Good News Club v. Milford Central School, 121 S.Ct. 2093 (2001). 
105 ILCS 5/3.25b, 3.25d(b), 10-20.12, 10-22.5, and 27-1.  
775 ILCS 5/1-101 et seq., Illinois Human Rights Act. 
23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.240 and Part 200.  

CROSS REF.: 2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedure), 6:220 (Instructional Materials Selection 
and Adoption), 7:20 (Harassment of Students Prohibited), 7:130 (Student Rights 
and Responsibilities), 7:330 (Student Use of Buildings - Equal Access), 8:20 
(Community Use of School Facilities) 

Adopted by Board Action 02/04/2002 
Amended by Board Action 04/07/2003 
Amended by Board Action 03/12/2009 
Amended by Board Action 09/09/2010 
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Students 

Harassment of Students Prohibited  

No person, including a District employee or agent, or student, shall harass, intimidate or bully another 
student based upon a student’s race, color, nationality, sex, sexual orientation, ancestry, age, religion, 
creed, physical or mental disability, gender identity, order of protection status, status of being 
homeless, or actual or potential marital or parental status, including pregnancy, or other protected 
group status.  The District will not tolerate harassing, intimidating conduct, or bullying whether 
verbal, physical, or visual, that affects the tangible benefits of education, that unreasonably interferes 
with a student’s educational performance, or that creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive 
educational environment.  Examples of prohibited conduct include name-calling, using derogatory 
slurs, causing psychological harm, threatening or causing physical harm, or wearing or possessing 
items depicting or implying hatred or prejudice of one of the characteristics stated above.  

Complaints of harassment, intimidation or bullying are handled according to the provisions on sexual 
harassment below. The Superintendent shall use reasonable measures to inform staff members and 
students that the District will not tolerate harassment, intimidation or bullying by including this policy 
in the appropriate handbooks.  

Sexual Harassment Prohibited 

Sexual harassment of students is prohibited. Any person, including a district employee or agent, or 
student, engages in sexual harassment whenever he or she makes sexual advances, requests sexual 
favors, and engages in other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual or sex-based nature, imposed on 
the basis of sex, that: 

1. Denies or limits the provision of educational aid, benefits, services, or treatment; or that 
makes such conduct a condition of a student’s academic status; or 

2. Has the purpose or effect of: 
a. Substantially interfering with a student’s educational environment; 
b. Creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive educational environment; 
c. Depriving a student of educational aid, benefits, services, or treatment; or 
d. Making submission to or rejection of such conduct the basis for academic decisions 

affecting a student. 
The terms “intimidating,” “hostile,” and “offensive” include conduct that has the effect of 
humiliation, embarrassment, or discomfort.  Examples of sexual harassment include touching, crude 
jokes or pictures, discussions of sexual experiences, teasing related to sexual characteristics, and 
spreading rumors related to a person’s alleged sexual activities. 

Students who believe they are victims of sexual harassment or have witnessed sexual harassment, are 
encouraged to discuss the matter with the student Nondiscrimination Coordinator, Building Principal, 
Assistant Building Principal, Dean of Students, or a Complaint Manager.  Students may choose to 
report to a person of the student’s same sex.  Complaints will be kept confidential to the extent 
possible given the need to investigate.  Students who make good faith complaints will not be 
disciplined. 

An allegation that one student was sexually harassed by another student shall be referred to the 
Building Principal, who may refer to a designee for appropriate action. 



 

 
7:20 Page 2 of 3 

 

The Superintendent shall insert into this policy the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of the 
District’s current Nondiscrimination Coordinator and Complaint Managers. At least one of these 
individuals will be female, and at least one will be male. 

Nondiscrimination Coordinator: 

Joni Swanson  
Name 
209 S. College Avenue 

 

Address 
Geneseo, IL 61254 

 

309-945-0450  
Telephone  
 
Complaint Managers: 

Joni Swanson  Jack Schlindwein 
Name 
209 S. College Avenue 

 Name 
209 S. College Avenue 

Address 
Geneseo, IL 61254 

 Address 
Geneseo, IL 61254 

309-945-0450  309-945-0450 
Telephone  Telephone 

The Superintendent shall use reasonable measures to inform staff members and students that the 
District will not tolerate sexual harassment, such as by including this policy in the appropriate 
handbooks.  

Any District employee who is determined, after an investigation, to have engaged in sexual 
harassment will be subject to disciplinary action up to and including discharge.  Any District student 
who is determined, after an investigation, to have engaged in sexual harassment will be subject to 
disciplinary action, including but not limited to, suspension and expulsion consistent with the 
discipline policy.  Any person making a knowingly false accusation regarding sexual harassment will 
likewise be subject to disciplinary action up to and including discharge, with regard to employees, or 
suspension and expulsion, with regard to students. 
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LEGAL REF.: 20. U.S.C.§1681 et seq., Title IX of the Educational Amendments.  
34 C.F.R. Part 106. 
105 ILCS 5/10-20.12, 10-22.5, 5/27-1, and 5/27-23.7. 
775 ILCS 5/1-101 et seq., Illinois Human Rights Act. 
23 Ill.Admin.Code §1.240 and Part 200. 
Davis v. Monroe County Board of Education, 119 S.Ct. 1661 (1999). 
Franklin v. Gwinnett Co. Public Schools, 112 S.Ct. 1028 (1992). 
Gebser v. Lago Vista Independent School District, 118 S.Ct. 1989 (1998). 
West v. Derby Unified School District No. 260, 206 F.3d 1358 (10th Cir., 2000). 

CROSS REF.: 2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedure), 5:20 (Sexual Harassment), 7:10 (Equal 
Educational Opportunities), 7:190 (Student Discipline) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Adopted by Board Action 04/02/2002 
Amended by Board Action 03/12/2009 
Amended by Board Action 09/09/ 2010 
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Students 

Preventing Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment  

Bullying, intimidation, and harassment diminish a student’s ability to learn and a school’s ability to 
educate.  Preventing students from engaging in these disruptive behaviors is an important District 
goal.  The Superintendent or designee shall develop and maintain a program that: 

1. Fully implements and enforces each of the following Board policies:  
a. 7:20, Harassment of Students Prohibited. This policy prohibits any person from harassing 

or intimidating a student based upon a student’s race, color, nationality, sex, sexual 
orientation, ancestry, age, religion, creed, physical or mental disability, gender identity, 
order of protection status, status of being homeless, or actual or potential marital or 
parental status, including pregnancy, or other protected group status. 

b. 7:190, Student Discipline.  This policy prohibits students from engaging in hazing or any 
kind of aggressive behavior that does physical or psychological harm to another or any 
urging of other students to engage in such conduct; prohibited conduct includes any use 
of violence, force, noise, coercion, threats, intimidation, fear, harassment, bullying, 
hazing, or other comparable conduct. 

c. 7:310, Restrictions on Publications and Written or Electronic Material.  This policy 
prohibits students from: (i) accessing and/or distributing at school any written, printed, or 
electronic material, including material from the Internet, that will cause substantial 
disruption of the proper and orderly operation and discipline of the school or school 
activities, and (ii) creating and/or distributing written, printed, or electronic material, 
including photographs and Internet material and blogs, that causes substantial disruption 
to school operations or interferes with the rights of other students or staff members.  

Full implementation of the above policies includes:  (a) conducting a prompt and thorough 
investigation of alleged incidents of bullying, intimidation, harassing behavior, or similar 
conduct, (b) providing each student who violates one or more of these policies with 
appropriate consequences and remedial action, and (c) protecting students against retaliation 
for reporting such conduct. 

2. Examines the appropriate steps to understand and rectify conditions that foster bullying, 
intimidation, and harassment; this contemplates taking action to attempt to eliminate or 
minimize these disruptive behaviors beyond traditional punitive disciplinary actions. 

3. Includes bullying prevention and character instruction in all grades in accordance with State 
law and Board policy 6:60, Curriculum Content. This includes incorporating student social 
and emotional development into the District’s educational program as required by State law 
and in alignment with Board policy 6:65, Student Social and Emotional Development.  

4. Fully informs staff members of the District’s goal to prevent students from engaging in 
bullying and the measures being used to accomplish it.  This includes:  (a) communicating 
the District’s expectation – and the State law requirement – that teachers and other 
certificated employees maintain discipline, and (b) establishing a process for staff members 
to fulfill their obligation to report alleged acts of bullying, intimidation, harassment, and 
other acts of actual or threatened violence. 

5. Encourages all members of the school community, including students, parents, volunteers, 
and visitors, to report alleged acts of bullying, intimidation, harassment, and other acts of 
actual or threatened violence. 
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6. Actively involves students’ parents/guardians in the remediation of the behavior(s) of 
concern.  This includes ensuring that all parents/guardians are notified, as required by State 
law, whenever their child engages in aggressive behavior.  

7. Communicates the District’s expectation that all students conduct themselves with a proper 
regard for the rights and welfare of other students.  

8. Annually communicates this policy to students and their parents/guardians. This includes 
annually disseminating information to all students and parents/guardians explaining the 
serious disruption caused by bullying, intimidation, or harassment and that these behaviors 
will be taken seriously and are not acceptable in any form. 

9. Engages in ongoing monitoring that includes collecting and analyzing appropriate data on 
the nature and extent of bullying in the District’s schools and, after identifying appropriate 
indicators, assesses the effectiveness of the various strategies, programs, and procedures and 
reports the results of this assessment to the Board along with recommendations to enhance 
effectiveness. 

10. Complies with State and federal law and is in alignment with Board policies.  This includes 
prompting the Board to update the policy beginning every 2 years after its initial adoption 
and filing this policy with the Illinois State Board of Education after the Board adopts or 
updates it.  

LEGAL REF.: 405 ILS 49/, Children’s Mental Health Act. 
105 ILCS 5/10-20.14, 5/24-24, and 5/27-23.7. 
23 Ill.Admin.Code §§1.240 and § 1.280. 

CROSS REF.: 2:240 (Board Policy Development), 5:230 (Maintaining Student Discipline), 6:60 
(Curriculum Content), 6:65 (Student Social and Emotional Development), 7:20 
(Harassment of Students Prohibited), 7:190 (Student Discipline), 7:220 (Bus 
Conduct), 7:230 (Misconduct by Students with Disabilities), 7:240 (Conduct 
Code for Participants in Extracurricular Activities), 7:310 (Restrictions on 
Publications and Written or Electronic Material) 
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