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 Overall, the use of data driven methods of assessing students’ progress toward 

greater mastery of the reading process appears to be somewhat lacking at the 4
th

 and 5
th

 

grade levels.  It is crucial that teachers utilize data from assessment to inform decisions 

about instruction.  This practice helps teachers to begin instruction with specific 

achievement targets.  The teacher monitors student progress on an on-going basis 

knowing that teaching and learning must be interactive.  All assessments thus provide 

information to be used as feedback to modify teaching and learning activities.  

Additionally, teachers utilize data analysis and collaborate with other teachers to revise 

curriculum and instructional practices.!
 In order for teachers to have data to accurately grade students some type of record 

keeping strategy should be employed to account for marks.  The same can be said for 

reading comprehension.  Although students are assessed on the DRA2 by the end of the 

2
nd

 and 4
th

 quarters of the school year, and the report card marks at those times should be 

heavily dependent on these results, classroom activities and behaviors should also be 

noted in a systematic fashion by teachers.  The Literacy Guidelines and the Fountas and 

Pinnell recommended skills for specific levels of books will assist teachers by providing 

ongoing documentation of students’ progress in reading skill – both comprehension and 

decoding/fluency.  

 Asking students to respond to text is writing is a skill that is required for students 

in the DRA2 as well as ISAT.  Teachers should be directly modeling and instructing 

students as to how to respond to text and what types of responses constitute quality work.  

Students will need instructional support in order to learn to formulate their ideas, 

summarize information, and give a sequential response when so asked.  Learning to 

elaborate and give detailed information to specific or general questions about a text is a 
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skill that students will be using throughout their school careers as well as into their adult 

working lives.  Teachers are encouraged to create a common rubric to be used by all 

grade level instructors that will guide both the teaching of written response and the 

assessment of the quality of those responses.  A rubric should be created for the teachers 

and a complementary rubric created for students to use.  If a student can place into 

written form his/her understanding of a text, the thinking ability of students will increase 

and should transfer to other areas of instruction in the classroom!

!
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Recommendations: Reading Instruction Assistance 

 

 1) Reading aides should be encouraged to participate in activities, such as the 

literacy book clubs, so as to improve their depth of knowledge and to acquire new 

techniques for assisting students with beginning literacy skills and concepts.  Reading 

aides should be allowed to participate in teacher inservice programs specifically relating 

to reading instruction.  Aides should also be encouraged to read and respond to literature 

and professional texts directed toward the topic of struggling readers and the use of 

writing to increase reading aptitude.  The District should provide an on-going series of 

instructional sessions for reading aides, in order to assist them in delivering instruction 

with a goal toward an increase in student reading competencies. Grade level meetings 

within the buildings should include reading aides, whenever possible, in order to share 

reading instruction strategies and answer questions about best practices for guided 

reading instruction.   

 2) Reading aides should meet with Reading Teachers on a monthly basis to share 

information and to learn about techniques to add value to their assistance in the 

classroom.   

 3) Teachers should continue to or refine the practice of writing out lesson plans 

for reading aides to follow.  Regular feedback should be offered to classroom teachers 

from reading aides so as to alert teachers as to progress or struggles of students as 

observed through small group or individual instruction.  Reading aides provide a service 

to the classroom teacher as an additional time of literacy instruction and practice for 

students.   

 4) Reading aides should not be used for clerical activities or classroom 

management.  Interactions with students in centers should be related to literacy 

instruction and/or practice.  Parent volunteers are better used for classroom management 

assistance.   

 5) Reading aides should be used to provide additional reading minutes for 

students.  They should not provide the instruction instead of the classroom teacher. 

 

 6) Teachers must spend considerable amounts of time teaching and modeling 

centers for students and add in increasing amounts of independence as students 

demonstrate their ability to handle the activities.  Caution should be practiced in giving 

students games that may not directly relate to literacy learning.  Rather, asking students to 

read and write at their desks is not inappropriate for 3
rd

 grade children.  Center activities 

do not have to be flashy or overly stimulating, but rather should serve a purpose of 

connection to the rest of the academic day:  supporting concepts taught in science units 

by writing and/or reading about these topics.  If a particular comprehension skill seems to 

present problems for students, a set of questions to choose and to write about may form 

the basis for further classroom discussion.  Follow up in the classroom from center 

activities builds a knowledge base and accountability for completing activities assigned.  

3
rd

 grade students don’t need to change center activities as frequently as K-2
nd

 grade 

children, due to increasing attention spans, and interest in or skill in reading and writing.  

Provide a wide variety of books and book making materials.  Allow students to use this 

literacy learning time to write in and illustrate their journals.  Allow students to 
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investigate topics through the use of DVD’s or CD-Roms.  Students can practice using a 

word processing program on a computer, after whole or small group instruction. 

 7) Classroom teachers must lead by example, by learning from each other in the 

elementary school building and from teachers in other buildings in the District.  Ask for 

time to watch a colleague – building principals will volunteer to cover a class or help to 

arrange a time when teachers may go together to visit a teacher in another building or 

next door.  Sharing at grade level meetings is each teacher’s responsibility to the district.  

Participating in book clubs or technology trainings within the district or signing up for 

ROE workshops and sharing information at faculty or grade level meetings helps 

classroom teachers to redefine their craft and reflect on what was learned from 

experiences with both children and peers. 
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 1) Reading aides should be encouraged to participate in activities, such as the 

literacy book clubs, so as to improve their depth of knowledge and to acquire new 

techniques for assisting students with beginning literacy skills and concepts.  Reading 

aides should be allowed to participate in teacher inservice programs specifically relating 

to reading instruction.  Aides should also be encouraged to read and respond to literature 

and professional texts directed toward the topic of struggling readers and the use of 

writing to increase reading aptitude.  The District should provide an on-going series of 

instructional sessions for reading aides, in order to assist them in delivering instruction 

with a goal toward an increase in student reading competencies. Grade level meetings 

within the buildings should include reading aides, whenever possible, in order to share 
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reading instruction strategies and answer questions about best practices for guided 

reading instruction.   

 2) Reading aides should meet with Reading Teachers on a monthly basis to share 

information and to learn about techniques to add value to their assistance in the 

classroom.   

 3) Teachers should continue to or refine the practice of writing out lesson plans 

for reading aides to follow.  Regular feedback should be offered to classroom teachers 

from reading aides so as to alert teachers as to progress or struggles of students as 

observed through small group or individual instruction.  Reading aides provide a service 

to the classroom teacher as an additional time of literacy instruction and practice for 

students.   

 4) Reading aides should not be used for clerical activities or classroom 

management.  Interactions with students in centers should be related to literacy 

instruction and/or practice.  Parent volunteers are better used for classroom management 

assistance.   

 5) Reading aides should be used to provide additional reading minutes for 

students.  They should not provide the instruction instead of the!

!
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?SSEOBBOS!S?;CT!?AS!?D!?A!?IIE@IE;?DO!COVOC!U@E!DNO!BD=SOADBZ!EO?S;AM!?AS!

P@QIEONOAB;@A!?>;C;D;OBF!

! (ADE@S=PO!POADOEB!D@!DNO!PC?BBE@@Q!@ACT!@AO!@E!DH@!?D!?!D;QOF!,SS!?SS;D;@A?C!

POADOE!g@AO!@E!DH@!Q@EO!O?PN!D;QO]!?UDOE!DNO!AOH!POADOEB!?EO!Q?BDOEOS!>T!DNO!

PN;CSEOAF!!&BO!L@=AD?B!?AS!K;AAOCC!j2=;SOS!-O?S;AMk!m!"BD!`!HOO<B!m!?B!?!M=;SOF!

! (APEO?BO!=BO!@U!;ABDE=PD;@A?C!DOPNA@C@MT!U@E!@VOE?CC!BD=SOAD!CO?EA;AM!@U!

?CIN?>OD;P!IE;AP;I?CB9!HE;D;AM!?AS!EO?S;AM!P@QIEONOAB;@AF!!*D=SOADB!AOOS!D@!N?VO!

?PPOBB!D@!?AS!?>;C;DT!D@!Q?A;I=C?DO!P@QI=DOEB!?AS!@DNOE!DOPNA@C@M;P?CCT!@E;OADOS!

SOV;POBF!

!

^ES!DNE@=MN!5DN!2E?SOB\!

! U".%%,%-)

! -O@EM?A;bO!PC?BBE@@Q!S?;CT!BPNOS=COB!D@!C;Q;D!DNO!D;QO!BIOAD!@A!EO?S;AM!

A?EE?D;VO!DOeD!?AS!;APEO?BO!D;QO!BIOAD!@A!*@P;?C!*D=S;OB!?AS!*P;OAPO!@E;OADOS!

;ABDE=PD;@AF!!,PN;OV;AM!?!5WY5W!>?C?APO!>ODHOOA!=BO!@U!A@AYU;PD;@A!?AS!U;PD;@A!DOeD!

U@E!;ABDE=PD;@A!;B!DNO!M@?CF!!&BO!DOeDB!EOC?DOS!D@!=A;DB!@U!;ABDE=PD;@A!;A!DNO!P@ADOAD!

?EO?B!?C@AM!H;DN!DNO!S;BDE;PDY?S@IDOS!DOeD>@@<!?B!DNO!IE;Q?ET!DOeDB!U@E!EO?S;AM!?AS!

P@ADOAD!<A@HCOSMO!;ABDE=PD;@AF!!

! (APEO?BO!=BO!@U!PNOP<C;BDB9!:;DOE?PT!2=;SOC;AOB9!L@P=B!U@E!(ABDE=PD;@A!BNOODB!D@!

IC?A!M=;SOS!EO?S;AM!COBB@AB9!BN?EOS!EO?S;AM!COBB@AB9!?AS!HN@CO!ME@=I!EO?S;AM!

COBB@AB!B@!DN?D!P@QIEONOAB;@A9!H@ES!?DD?P<!B<;CCB9!?AS!V@P?>=C?ET!?EO!?SSEOBBOS!

S?;CT!?AS!?D!?A!?IIE@IE;?DO!COVOC!U@E!DNO!BD=SOADBZ!EO?S;AM!?AS!P@QIEONOAB;@A!

?>;C;D;OBF!

! 3OCI!BD=SOAD!CO?EA!BDE?DOM;OB!U@E!S@;AM!DNO;E!H@E<F!!(D!;B!;QI@ED?AD!U@E!

BD=SOADB!D@!CO?EA!A@D!@ACT!B=>hOPD!Q?DDOE!P@ADOAD9!>=D!?CB@!N@H!D@!DN;A<!?>@=D9!

?IIE@?PN9!?AS!S@!DNO;E!H@E<!;A!O?PN!B=>hOPDF!!1;V;SO!AOH!@E!S;UU;P=CD!D?B<B!;AD@!

BOMQOADB!?AS!IE@V;SO!BD=SOADB!H;DN!M=;SOB!U@E!?PP@QIC;BN;AM!DNOQF!!!

! %?EOU=CCT!IEOI?EO!U@E!DNO!S;BP=BB;@A!>T!BOCOPD;AM!OAM?M;AM!Q?DOE;?CB!?AS!

SOVOC@I;AM!BD;Q=C?D;AM!c=OBD;@ABF!

! &BO!DNO!EOC;?>CO!S?D?!UE@Q!DNO!1-,!7!D@!;SOAD;UT!BD=SOADB!H;DN!EO?S;AM!

S;UU;P=CD;OB!?AS!IE@V;SO!?IIE@IE;?DO!COBB@AB!U@E!O?PN!BD=SOADZB!;ABDE=PD;@A?C!AOOSBF!

! (APEO?BO!DNO!V?E;ODT!?AS!DTIOB!@U!MOAEOB!=BOS!U@E!EO?S;AM!;ABDE=PD;@AF!!

KE@V;SO!BD=SOADB!H;DN!DNO!@II@ED=A;DT!D@!EOPO;VO!;ABDE=PD;@A!UE@Q!EO?C;BD;P!U;PD;@A9!

U?AD?BT9!N;BD@E;P?C!U;PD;@A9!BP;OAPO!U;PD;@A9!A@AYU;PD;@A9!>;@ME?IN;OB9!?AS!I@ODETF!

! J@E<!H;DN;A!ME?SO!COVOC!ME@=IB!D@!S;BP=BB!?AS!P@CC?>@E?DO!D@!SOVOC@I!?!C;BD!@U!

>OU@EO9!S=E;AM9!?AS!?UDOE!EO?S;AM!DOPNA;c=OBF!!!

!!

! Q+/01$2$%3,+%!

! 'O?PN!EO?S;AM!BDE?DOM;OB!?B!P@ADOAD!?EO?!g*P;OAPO9!*@P;?C!*D=S;OB9!

+?DNOQ?D;PB]!;B!>O;AM!D?=MND!m!;APC=S;AM!>=D!A@D!C;Q;DOS!D@\!;APEO?B;AM!?P?SOQ;P!

V@P?>=C?ET!?AS!SOP@S;AM!@U!P@QICOe!H@ESB9!P@QIEONOAB;@A!B<;CCB!@U!P?=BO!?AS!

OUUOPD9!B=QQ?E;b;AM9!>=;CS;AM!>?P<ME@=AS!<A@HCOSMO9!?AS!;AUOEOAPOBF!

! +@EO!P@QICOe!DN;A<;AM!?PD;V;D;OB!?EO!AOOSOS!U@E!BD=SOADB!HN@!P?A!SOP@SO!

>=D!HN@!C?>@E!@VOE!P@QIEONOAB;@A!!

! (APEO?BO!?AS!;QIE@VO!DNO!=BO9!V?E;ODT!?AS!c=?C;DT!@U!P@QIEONOAB;@A!

c=OBD;@AB!?AS!?PD;V;D;OB!>OU@EO9!S=E;AM9!?AS!?UDOE!EO?S;AMF!



! a^!

! %?EOU=CCT!BOCOPD!DNO!DOeD!D@!=BO!HNOA!DO?PN;AM!?!M;VOA!BDE?DOMTF!

! '?C<!?>@=D!P@QIEONOAB;@A!BDE?DOM;OB!HN;CO!DO?PN;AM!DNOQF!

! 'O?PN!EO?S;AM!B<;CCB!O;DNOE!S;EOPDCT!@E!;AS;EOPDCT!H;DN!?CC!EO?S;AM!DOeDB9!

EOM?ESCOBB!;U!P@ADOAD!;B!*@P;?C!*D=S;OB9!*P;OAPO9!+?DNOQ?D;PB!@E!0?EE?D;VO!DOeDF!!

! +?<O!B=EO!DN?D!DNO!DOeD!;B!?IIE@IE;?DO!U@E!DNO!EO?S;AM!COVOC!@U!BD=SOADBF!

! 'O?PN!BD=SOADB!N@H!D@!;ASOIOASOADCT!PN@@BO!>@@<B!DN?D!?EO!?D!DNO;E!

?IIE@IE;?DO!COVOCF!

! &BO!BQ?CC!ME@=I!Q;A;YCOBB@AB!D@!EO;AU@EPO!B<;CCB!?AS!P@APOIDB!

! &BO!M=;SOS!EO?S;AM!COBB@AB!D@!S;EOPDCT!;ABDE=PD!BD=SOADB!;A!AOH!BDE?DOM;OB!?AS!

?CC@H!IE?PD;PO!?D!DNO;E!;ABDE=PD;@A?C!COVOCF!

! KE@V;SO!DNO!?IIE@IE;?DO!?Q@=AD!@U!M=;SOS!IE?PD;PO!SOIOAS;AM!@A!DNO!

S;UU;P=CDT!COVOC!@U!DNO!BDE?DOM;OB!DN?D!BD=SOADB!?EO!CO?EA;AMF!

! %@AD;A=O!D@!DO?PN!U;eY=I!BDE?DOM;OBF!!*D=SOADB!AOOS!D@!=BO!DNO!QOD?YP@MA;D;VO!

BDE?DOM;OB!@U!?Sh=BD;AM!E?DO9!EOEO?S;AM9!=B;AM!EOUOEOAPO!Q?DOE;?CB9!?AS!OeIOEDB!HNOA!

DNOT!?EO!jBD=P<kF!

! +;A;Q;bO!DNO!?Q@=AD!@U!D;QO!DNO!j-@=AS!-@>;Ak!@E?C!EO?S;AM!DOPNA;c=O!;B!

=BOS!;A!HN@CO!ME@=I!?AS!M=;SOS!EO?S;AM!ME@=I!;ABDE=PD;@AF!!*D=SOADB!AOOS!DNO!

@II@ED=A;DT!D@!EO?S!B;COADCT!?AS!DNO!EOBI@AS!U@CC@H;AM!DNO!?BB;MAOS!EO?S;AMF!
 

! Word Work and Vocabulary Development 

! [=;CS!V@P?>=C?ET!DNE@=MN!@E?C!EO?S;AM!?AS!S;BP=BB;@A!@U!?CC!DTIOB!@U!DOeDB9!

?AS!?PD;V?D;AM!>?P<ME@=AS!<A@HCOSMO!?AS!@DNOE!IEOYEO?S;AM!?PD;V;D;OB!

! (APEO?BO!BD=SOADBZ!?P?SOQ;P!V@P?>=C?E;OB!DNE@=MN!=BO!@U!A@AYU;PD;@A!DOeD!

Q?DOE;?CB!

! &BO!;ABDE=PD;@A?C!DOPNA@C@MT!D@!IE@V;SO!OeI@B=EO!D@!AOH!H@ESB!;A!Q=CD;ICO!

P@ADOeDB9!?AS!D@!?CC@H!B=UU;P;OAD!IE?PD;PO!BOBB;@AB!;A!V@P?>=C?ET!;ABDE=PD;@AF!!

! KE@V;SO!BD=SOADB!H;DN!BDE?DOM;OB!D@!Q?<O!DNOQ!;ASOIOASOAD!V@P?>=C?ET!

CO?EAOEBF!

! %@AB;SOE!=B;AM!+?Eb?A@ZB!`!BDOI!?IIE@?PN!D@!V@P?>=C?ET!;ABDE=PD;@A\!!"!m!

DO?PNOE!IE@V;SOB!?!SOBPE;ID;@A9!OeIC?A?D;@A9!@E!Oe?QICO!@U!DNO!AOH!DOEQ9!7!m!

BD=SOADB!EOBD?DO!DNO!OeIC?A?D;@A!@U!DNO!AOH!DOEQ!;A!DNO;E!@HA!H@ESB9!^!mBD=SOADB!

PEO?DO!?!A@AC;AM=;BD;P!EOIEOBOAD?D;@A!@U!DNO!DOEQ9!_!m!BD=SOADB!IOE;@S;P?CCT!S@!

?PD;V;D;OB!DN?D!NOCI!?SS!D@!DNO;E!<A@HCOSMO!@U!V@P?>=C?ET!DOEQB9!!5!m!IOE;@S;P?CCT!

BD=SOADB!?EO!?B<OS!D@!S;BP=BB!DNO!DOEQB!H;DN!@AO!?A@DNOE9!`!m!IOE;@S;P?CCT!BD=SOADB!

?EO!;AV@CVOS!;A!M?QOB!DN?D!?CC@H!DNOQ!D@!IC?T!H;DN!DNO!DOEQB!

! '?<O!D;QO!D@!P?EOU=CCT!BOCOPD!V@P?>=C?ET!H@ESBF!!,V@;S!?CH?TB!=B;AM!IEOY

BOCOPDOS!H@ESB!UE@Q!I=>C;BN;AM!P@QI?A;OBF!

!

• I"#$%&'!

! &BO!DE?SO!>@@<B!?AS!@DNOE!U@EQB!@U!U;PD;@A!?B!UEOO!PN@;PO!EO?S;AM9!?B!HOCC!?B!

DNO!>?B;B!U@E!DOeD!D@!DO?PN!UC=OAPT!?AS!P@QIEONOAB;@A!BDE?DOM;OBF!

! %@AD;A=O!D@!N?VO!BD=SOADB!I?ED;P;I?D;AM!;A!BP?UU@CSOS!;ASOIOASOADYCOVOC!

B;COAD!EO?S;AMF!

! 2;VO!BD=SOADB!V?E;OS!@II@ED=A;D;OB!D@!NO?E!DOeDF!!'O?PNOEB!AOOS!D@!Q?<O!B=EO!

DN?D!DNOT!?EO!EO?S;AM!?C@=S!D@!BD=SOADB!?AS!Q@SOC;AM!M@@S!OeIEOBB;@A9!INE?B;AM9!

?AS!I?P;AMF!!!
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! %@AUOEOAPO!?AS!Q@A;D@E!BD=SOADZB!>@@<!BOCOPD;@AB!H;DN!@E?C!EO?S;AM!PNOP<BF!

! &BO!-O?SOEZB!'NO?DEO!BPE;IDB!H;DN!BD=SOADB!HN@!AOOS!OeDE?!UC=OAPT!IE?PD;POF 

!

!

-O?S;AM!,BBOBBQOAD!

/;ASOEM?EDOA!DNE@=MN!7AS!2E?SOB\!

• -@=D;AOCT!=D;C;bO!DNO!:;DOE?PT!2=;SOC;AOB!D@!Q?<O!B=EO!BD=SOADB!?EO!OeI@BOS!

D@!?AS!S;EOPDCT!;ABDE=PDOS!;A!DNO!?EO?B!@U!H@ES!?DD?P<!B<;CCB!?AS!

P@QIEONOAB;@A!

• 1OVOC@I!QODN@SB!@U!EOP@S;AM!?AOPS@D?C!A@DOB!EOM?ES;AM!/;ASOEM?EDOA!

BD=SOADBZ!O?ECT!C;DOE?PT!>ON?V;@EB!

• -@=D;AO!=BO!@U!E=AA;AM!EOP@ESB!D@!EOP@ES!BD=SOADBZ!H@ES!?DD?P<!B<;CCB!?AS!

UC=OAPT!

• (APEO?BO!=BO!@U!P@QIEONOAB;@A!c=OBD;@AB9!OBIOP;?CCT!DN@BO!;A!DNO!?EO?B!@U!

BOc=OAP;AM9!;AUOEOAPO9!P?=BO!?AS!OUUOPD9!BOAB@ET!;Q?M;AM9!?AS!=BO!@U!PN?EDB!

?AS!ME?INB!U@E!IE@>COQ!B@CV;AMF!!'NE@=MN!PC?BBE@@Q!;ADOE?PD;@A!@E!?BB;MAOS!

?PD;V;D;OB9!?BBOBB!BD=SOADBZ!DN;A<;AM!B<;CCB!?AS!DNOEOU@EO!?>;C;DT!D@!EO?S!?AS!

P@QIEONOAS!Q@EO!P@QICOe!DOeDF!

• %EO?DO!@E!=BO!IEOI?EOS!P@QIEONOAB;@A!M=;SOC;AOB!gU@=AS!;A!DNO!L@=AD?B!?AS!

K;AAOCC!!DOeD!j2=;SOS!-O?S;AMk!@A!I?MOB!""aY"^W]!D@!?BB;BD!DO?PNOEB!;A!

?BBOBB;AM!BD=SOADBZ!IE@MEOBB!;A!P@QIEONOAS;AM!?AS!SOP@S;AM!DOeD!?D!?!COVOC!

?IIE@IE;?DO!U@E!DNO!P@QICOe;DT!@U!DOeD!IEOBOADOSF!

• &BO!HE;DDOA!EOBI@ABOB!D@!DOeD!?B!?!QO?AB!D@!?BBOBB!P@QIEONOAB;@AF!1OVOC@I!

E=>E;PB!D@!BP@EORME?SO!c=?C;DT!@U!HE;DDOA!H@E<F!

!

^ES!DNE@=MN!5DN!2E?SOB\!

• -@=D;AOCT!=D;C;bO!DNO!:;DOE?PT!2=;SOC;AOB!D@!Q?<O!B=EO!BD=SOADB!?EO!OeI@BOS!

D@!?AS!S;EOPDCT!;ABDE=PDOS!;A!P@QIEONOAB;@AF!

• (APEO?BO!=BO!@U!P@QIEONOAB;@A!c=OBD;@AB9!OBIOP;?CCT!DN@BO!;A!DNO!?EO?B!@U!

BOc=OAP;AM9!;AUOEOAPO9!P?=BO!?AS!OUUOPD9!BOAB@ET!;Q?M;AM9!?AS!=BO!@U!PN?EDB!

?AS!ME?INB!U@E!IE@>COQ!B@CV;AMF!

• &BO!S?DO!UE@Q!?BBOBBQOADB!D@!M=;SO!;ABDE=PD;@AF!

• [OP@QO!Q@EO!?H?EO!@U!IE@MEOBB!BD=SOADB!?EO!Q?<;AM!>T!=B;AM!?!IE@MEOBB!

Q@A;D@E!D@@CF!

!

!

JE;D;AM!(ABDE=PD;@A!

/;ASOEM?EDOA!DNE@=MN!7AS!2E?SOB\!

• %EO?DO!?AS!=BO!Q;A;YCOBB@AB!D@!DO?PN!=A;U@EQ!?AS!SOVOC@IQOAD?CCT!

?IIE@IE;?DO!HE;D;AM!B<;CCB!?AS!P@APOIDB!!

• &D;C;b?D;@A!@U!;ADOE?PD;VO!HE;D;AM!>T!DO?PNOEB!;A!/;ASOEM?EDOA!?AS!KEOY/!

DNE@=MN!7AS!ME?SOBF!!&BO!DN;B!DOPNA;c=O!D@!EO;AU@EPO!?CC!C;DOE?PT!CO?EA;AM!;A!

C?EMO!@E!BQ?CC!ME@=I!BODD;AMB9!H;DN!A?EE?D;VO!?AS!A@AYA?EE?D;VO!DOeD9!?AS!D@!

IE@POBB!;AU@EQ?D;@A!CO?EAOS!DNE@=MN@=D!DNO!S?TF!



! a5!

• &BO!S;EOPD!;ABDE=PD;@A!HN;PN!OQIC@TB!QOD?P@MA;D;@A!D@!Q@SOC!OeIOPDOS!

HE;D;AM!>ON?V;@EB!;APC=S;AM!h@=EA?C!HE;D;AM9!UEOO!HE;D;AM9!EOBI@ABO!D@!DOeD9!

SOBPE;ID;VO!HE;D;AM9!BOc=OAP;AM!!

• -OM=C?ECT!=BO!DNO!`!i!"!DE?;DB!V@P?>=C?ET!DOEQB!D@!SOBPE;>O!M@@S!HE;D;AM!

HNOA!EO?S;AM!?C@=S9!HNOA!HE;D;AM!?B!?!ME@=I!@E!;A!EODOCC;AM!@U!OeIOE;OAPOBF!

• ,QOAS!DNO!S?;CT!BPNOS=CO!;A!PC?BBE@@QB!D@!;AP@EI@E?DO!HE;D;AM!;AD@!DNO!

C?AM=?MO!?EDB!>C@P<F!

• +@SOC!?AS!=BO!HE;D;AM!?B!?!C;DOE?PT!CO?EA;AM!BDE?DOMT!;A!?CC!P@ADOAD!?EO?B9!?B!

HOCC!?B!EOC?DOS!D@!DNO!EO?S;AM!IE@POBB!

• &BO!HE;D;AM!?B!?!EOBI@ABO!D@!C;DOE?D=EO!?AS!A@AYU;PD;@A!DOeD!?D!

SOVOC@IQOAD?CCT!?IIE@IE;?DO!COVOCB!BD?ED;AM!;A!/;ASOEM?EDOA!

• %EO?DO!AOH!E=>E;PB!U@E!DO?PNOE!?AS!BD=SOAD!=BO!D@!OV?C=?DO!IE@MEOBB!;A!

HE;D;AM!B<;CCB!?AS!<A@HCOSMO!

!

!

^ES!DNE@=MN!5DN!2E?SOB\!

• J@E<!D@!?PN;OVO!>?C?APO!>ODHOOA!U;PD;@A!?AS!A@AYU;PD;@A!I=EI@BOB!U@E!

HE;D;AMF!

• -OM=C?ECT!=BO!DNO!`!i!"!DE?;DB!V@P?>=C?ET!DOEQB!D@!SOBPE;>O!M@@S!HE;D;AM!

HNOA!EO?S;AM!?C@=S!?AS!HNOA!IEOBOAD;AM!Q;A;YCOBB@AB!@A!HE;D;AM!PE?UDF!

• ,QOAS!DNO!S?;CT!BPNOS=CO!;A!PC?BBE@@QB!D@!;AP@EI@E?DO!HE;D;AM!;AD@!

;ABDE=PD;@A!?PE@BB!DNO!P=EE;P=C=QF!

• &BO!HE;D;AM!?B!?!QO?AB!D@!;APEO?BO!DNO!=BO!@U!?P?SOQ;P!V@P?>=C?ET9!OBIOP;?CCT!

HNOA!HE;D;AM!B=QQ?E;OB!@E!SOBPE;ID;VO!I?E?ME?INB!EOC?DOS!D@!Q?DN9!BP;OAPO!

?AS!B@P;?C!BD=S;OB!D@I;PBF!!

• %@AD;A=O!D@!IC?A!U@E!?!V?E;ODT!@U!DTIOB!@U!HE;D;AM9!;APC=S;AM!UEOO!HE;D;AM!?AS!

I=EI@BOU=C!HE;D;AM!H;DN!?A!?=S;OAPO!;A!Q;ASF!!(APEO?BO!UEOc=OAPT!@U!HE;D;AM!

;A!DNO!PC?BBE@@Q9!OBIOP;?CCT!?D!DNO!_DN!ME?SOF!

• %EO?DO!?AS!=BO!Q;A;YCOBB@AB!D@!DO?PN!=A;U@EQ!?AS!SOVOC@IQOAD?CCT!

?IIE@IE;?DO!HE;D;AM!B<;CCB!?AS!P@APOIDB!!

• &BO!S;EOPD!;ABDE=PD;@A!HN;PN!OQIC@TB!QOD?P@MA;D;@A!D@!Q@SOC!OeIOPDOS!

HE;D;AM!>ON?V;@EB!;APC=S;AM!h@=EA?C!HE;D;AM9!UEOO!HE;D;AM9!EOBI@ABO!D@!DOeD9!

SOBPE;ID;VO!HE;D;AM9!OeI@B;D@ET!HE;D;AM9!IOEB=?B;VO!HE;D;AM9!A?EE?D;VO!HE;D;AM!

?AS!BOc=OAP;AM!!

• -OM=C?ECT!=BO!DNO!`!i!"!DE?;DB!V@P?>=C?ET!DOEQB!D@!SOBPE;>O!M@@S!HE;D;AM!
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• Continue to improve knowledge of the data provided by the DRA2 and other 

assessment method such as running records.  Learn how to use the data to place 

students in texts at their instructional level for a portion of their reading 

instruction. 

• Meet with Middle School teachers to discuss difficulties in content learning when 

students are competent in reading content area texts.   

• Create lesson plans utilizing content text to teach comprehension and word attack 

skills normally taught with narrative text. 
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• Fully implement the use of Focus for Instruction sheets from the DRA2 as a tool 

to assist in curricular planning. 

• Create a form to document assessment data outside of DRA2. 
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+
Purpose of Elementary Audit 

!! Evaluate progress in reading instruction from fall 2006 to 

fall 2008 in grades K-5 

!! Guide elementary inservice and staff development 

programming  for 2009-10 through 2011-12 school years 

!! Guide reading curriculum adoption in 2009-2010 



+
Research Questions 

!! To what extent are elementary teachers utilizing instructional techniques 

that reinforce basic elements of successful reading: fluency, decoding 

and comprehension? 

!! To what extent are elementary teachers utilizing data based decision 

making to assess students’ growth in reading? 

!! To what extent are elementary teachers requesting additional assistance in 

improving their instructional and classroom management techniques for 

teaching reading? 

!! To what extent are elementary teachers teaching writing to students? 

!! To what extent are elementary teachers requesting additional assistance 

in improving their instructional techniques for teaching writing? 



+
Methodology of Research 

!! Teacher on-line surveys 

!! Teacher interviews 

!! Teacher and student observations in the classroom 



+
Data Topics 

!! Reading Instructional Delivery and Content 

!! Reading Assessment 

!! Reading Instruction Assistance 

!! Writing Instruction and Activity 

!! Writing Instruction Assistance 



+
Improvements in K-2 since 2006 

!! Increased use of assessment 

data to place students in 

appropriate materials 

!! Increased use of guided 

reading and small group 

instruction 

!! Increased use of interactive 

writing technique with K!1 

students 

!! Increased use of writing in the 

K!1 classrooms 

!! Movement toward use of 

comprehension as a teaching 

strategy in the K!1 classrooms 

!! Increased use of non!fiction 

text with students during 

instruction 



+
Recommendations for Continual 

Improvement K-2 – Reading Instruction 

!! Increase use of 

comprehension questions 

and strategies in the grade 

1-2 levels 

!!  Increase use of fluency as a 

means to determine 

comprehension of text. 

!! Increase use of word attack 

skills, especially word 

families and word parts in 

addition to decoding 

(phonemic) skills 

!! Increase explicit teaching and 
use of academic vocabulary! 
especially as it relates to 
content learning in Social 
Studies, Science and 
Mathematics 

!! Increase use of instructional 
technology tools to improve 
students’ literacy 

!!  Increase use of nonfiction 
text and content area 
learning to achieve balance 
between narrative/novel and 
non!fiction content driven text. 



+
Recommendations for Continual 

Improvement K-2 – Reading Assessment 

!! Use assessment tools to place students into appropriate 

materials throughout the school year. 

!! Improve record keeping techniques for periodic 

assessment of students’ progress in reading skills and 

processes (decoding, fluency and comprehension) 



+
Recommendations for Continual 

Improvement K-2 – Reading Assistance 

!! Rearrange the school day to allow for content area learning 

as a focus for reading strategies and skills. 

!! Allot time, especially at the beginning of the school year, to 

teach students the habits and behaviors expected during 

center or non-teacher contact time.  

!! Reading aides should be given more direction and 

conferencing to direct instruction. 

!! Reading aides will need additional professional 

development in the area of reading instruction. 



+
Recommendations for Continual 

Improvement K-2 – Writing Instruction 

!! Increase writing for learning, especially in the 2nd grade 

!! Consistent and regular use of the 6 + 1 Traits Vocabulary to 

describe good writing. 



+
Recommendations for Continual 

Improvement K-2 –Writing  Instruction 

Assistance 

!! Utilize grade level meeting or professional development time 

to plan time to revisit the 6 Traits writing vocabulary and 

ideas for teaching writing. 

!! Attend ROE inservices on ISAT writing (2nd grade 

teachers), and volunteer to share or teach colleagues. 

!! Re!arrange the school day to allow for Writer’s Workshop 

time. 

!! Learn more about using instructional technology as a 

teaching tool for writing.  



+
Improvements in 3-5 since 2006 

!! Increased use of assessment 

data to place students in 

appropriate materials 

!! Increased use of a variety of 

configurations for reading 

instruction 

!! Increased use of instructional 

tools for planning the 

teaching of reading 

!! Increased use of 

comprehension strategies 

during reading instruction, as 

well as during content area 

instruction 

!! Increased use of nonfiction 

text with students during 

instruction 

!! Increased use of written 

responses to fiction and 

nonfiction texts 



+
Recommendations for Continual 

Improvement 3-5 – Reading Instruction 

!! Increase and improve the use, 

variety, and quality of 

comprehension questions 

and activities done before, 

during, and after reading 

!!  Increase the amount of time 

students are reading text that 

is at their instructional level, 

and with guided teacher 

instruction. 

!! Enhance critical thinking 

skills through critical inquiry, 

analysis, and interpretation 

!! Increase explicit teaching and 
use of academic vocabulary! 
especially as it relates to 
content learning in Social 
Studies, Science and 
Mathematics 

!! Increase use of instructional 
technology tools to improve 
students’ literacy 

!!  Increase use of nonfiction 
text and content area 
learning to achieve balance 
between narrative/novel and 
non!fiction content driven text. 



+
Recommendations for Continual 

Improvement 3-5 – Reading Assessment 

!! Increase use of checklists, Literacy Guidelines, and Focus 

for Instruction sheets to plan guided, shared, and whole 

group reading instruction. 

!! Use assessment tools to place students into appropriate 

materials throughout the school year. 

!! Improve record keeping techniques for periodic 

assessment of students’ progress in reading skills and 

processes (decoding, fluency and comprehension) 



+
Recommendations for Continual 

Improvement 3-5 – Reading Assistance 

!! Allow time for content area learning to be a focus for 

instruction of reading strategies and skills. 

!! Use the professional learning communities model to allow 

teachers to work and learn collaboratively, discuss shared 

professional books, and brainstorm instructional ideas.  

!! Allot time to teach students habits and behaviors that are 

expected during non-teacher contact time. 

!! Reading aides should be given more direction and 

conferencing to align instruction to students needs.  They 

should also receive additional professional development in 

reading instruction. 



+
Recommendations for Continual 

Improvement 3-5 – Writing Instruction 

!! Increase writing for learning 

!! Organize the classroom schedule to allow for writing on an 

everyday basis.  Writing activities could include:  response 

to literature, response to content knowledge, free writing, and 

learning logs. 

!! Consistent and regular use of the 6 + 1 Traits Vocabulary to 

describe good writing. 



+
Recommendations for Continual 

Improvement 3-5 –Writing  Instruction 

Assistance 

!! Request to attend workshops on ISAT extended response 

writing or to plan to share ideas at grade level or inservice 

programs. 

!! Utilize the 6 + 1 Traits kit for grades 3-5, wherein additional 

teaching ideas and a DVD on the traits will supply new 

information. 



+
Overall Recommendations 

!! Instructional Strategies 

!! Staff Development 

!! Curriculum and Materials 

!! Planning for 2009 - 2012 
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