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From: Scott Kuffel <skuffel@dist228.org>
Subject: Congratulations for Chris Koch
Date: January 31, 2011 3:19:17 PM CST
To: North Staff <northside.staff @dist228.org>, Southwest Staff <southwest.staff@dist228.org>
Cc: Barry Snodgrass <barrycarrier@yahoo.com=, Doug Ford <doug@cdford.com=, Christy Coleman
<gt_coleman@geneseo.net>, John Puentes <jpuentes@geneseo.net>, Jackie Mickley <jmickley@theinter.com>, Curt
Frerichs <gsdsbm2005@geneseo.net>, Natalie Haugse <nhaugse@dist228,0rg>, District Leadership District

<selliott@qconline.coms, Joni Swanson <jswanson@dist228.0rg>, Mike Haugse <mhaugse@dist228.org>, Jack
Schlindwein <jschlindwein@dist228.org>, Travis Mackey <tmackey@dist228.org>, Thomas Ryerson
<tryerson@dist228.0rg>, Joe DePauw <jdepauw@dist228.org>, Matt DeBaene <mdebaene@dist228.org>, Nancy
Wiese <nwiese@dist228.org>, William Menendez <bmenendez@dist228.org>, Nathan Odell <nodell@dist228.org>

Please allow me 1o echo the appreciation from Dr. Koch, our lllinois State
Superintendent of Schools. Both Northside and Southwest have achieved recognition
for distinguished achievement on state tests. Here is the text from Dr. Koch. Northside
and Southwest have been designated with Academic Excellence Awards. While the
District strives to focus much more diligently on our own curricular and instructional
excellence, it is wonderful to receive such validation externally when compared to peer
schools.

“This week we are honoring the 834 schools that have been named to the 2010 Illinois Honor Roll. These
schools are being singled out for making academic progress and the Honor Roll includes 71 schools that are
being recognized for their seventh or eighth year. The 2010 Honor Roll includes schools from 364 districts
statewide, with downstate schools representing 45 percent of the Honor Roll Schools, suburban schools
representing 43 percent and Chicago schools representing 12 percent. In total, there were 852 awards this
year in three categories.

o Spotlight Schools — Recognizes 300 high-poverty, high-performing schools that are beating the odds to
overcome the achievement gap.

e Academic Excellence Awards — 459 schools have sustained high performance over at least three years.

e Academic Improvement Awards — 93 schools are showing substantial improvement.

Congratulations to the staff and students at all of these schools that were named to the list. While we know
that in some instances additional improvements are absolutely needed, this shows that growth is being made
and progress in these schools is moving forward.”

Scott D. Kuffel, Supt

Geneseo CUD #228

209 S. College Ave

Geneseo, IL 61254
ttp://www.gcsdb .or

This e-mall including attachments, is intended for the exclusive use of the person or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain confidential or privileged information. If the reader of this e-mail is not the
Intended recipient or his or her authorized agent, the reader is hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or copying of this e-mail is prohibited. If you think that you have recelved this e-mail in
error, please advise the sender by reply e-mail of the error and then delete this e-mail immediately.

Leadership_Team <district.|leadership@dist228.0rg>, Lisa Depies <editor@genessorepublic.com=, Steve Elliott__._. .



lllinois State Board of Education

100 North First Street = Springfield, lllinois 62777-0001

www.ishe.net

Jesse H. Ruiz Christopher A. Koch, Ed.D.

Chairman State Superinfendent of Education
January 2011

Dr, Joni Swanson, Principal
Northside Elementary School
Geneseo CUSD 228

415 N Russell Ave

Geneseo, IL 61254

Re: Academic Excellence Award — 2010 Hlinois Honor Roll
Dear Principal;

Congratulations! Your school has earned an Academic Excellence Award! The Illinois State Board of
Education commends you and your faculty on all the good work required to sustain academic
excellence in your school,

Across the state, 459 schools earned the Academic Excellence Award for 2010, Many of these schools
receive national recognition for their long-time exemplary performance.

To earn an Academic Excellence Award, a school must meet the following criteria:

¢ Schools must have made Adequate Yearly Progress in 2009 and 2010 as required by No Child
Left Behind.

¢ Inschools serving grades 8 and below, 90 percent of students must have met or exceeded state
standards in both reading and mathematics for the three most recent school years;

¢ In high schools, 80 percent of students must have met or exceeded state standards in both reading
and mathematics for the three most recent school years.

Enclosed you will find a certificate commemorating this award. At httpi//www.ilhonorroll.niu.edu
you can learn more about the Illinois Honor Roll, which includes three categories of awards —
Spotlight Schools, Academic Improvement and Academic Excellence. At this website, you will find a
page devoted to your school and a customized logo for your use. Also, you will find the criteria for
the awards and a full list of award winners.

We encourage you to celebrate your success and share your good news with studeénts, parents and all
community partners. Again, I extend my congratulations and very best wishes for continuing success.

Sincerely,

C b

Christopher A, Koch, Ed.D.
State Superintendent of Education

Enclosure
cc: Mr., Scott Kuffel, Superintendent
Geneseo CUSD 228



Illinois State Board of Education

100 Morth First Street » Springfield, Hlinois 62777-0001

www.ishe.net

Jesse H. Ruiz Christopher A, Koch, Ed.D.

Chairman Stale Superintendent of Educalion
January 2011

Mr. William Menendez, Principal
Southwest Elementary School
Gengseo CUSD 228

715 8 Center St

Geneseo, 11, 61254

Re; Academic Excellence Award — 2010 Illinois Honor Roll
Dear Principal:

Congratulations! Your school has earned an Academic Excellence Award! The lllinois State Board of
Education commends you and your faculty on all the good work required to sustain academic
excellence in your school.

Across the state, 459 schools earned the Academic Excellence Award for 2010. Many of these schools
receive national recognition for their long-time exemplary performance.

To earn an Academic Excellence Award, a school must meet the following criteria:

*  Schools must have made Adequate Yearly Progress in 2009 and 2010 as required by No Child
Left Behind.

» Inschools serving grades 8 and below, 90 percent of students must have met or exceeded state
standards in both reading and mathematics for the three most recent school years;

» In high schools, 80 percent of students must have met or exceeded state standards in both reading
and mathematics for the three most recent school years.

Enclosed you will find a certificate commemorating this award. At http://www ilhonorroll.niu.edu
you can learn more about the Illinois Honor Roll, which includes three categories of awards —
Spotlight Schools, Academic Improvement and Academic Excellence. At this website, you will find a
page devoted to your school and a customized logo for your use. Also, you will find the criteria for
the awards and a full list of award winners.

We encourage you to celebrate your success and share your good news with students, parents and all
community partners, Again, I extend my congratulations and very best wishes for continuing success.

Sincerely,

Ot

Christopher A. Koch, Ed.D,
State Superintendent of Education

Enclosure
cc: M. Scott Kuffel, Superintendent
Genesco CUSD 228



