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Superintendent Report to the Board, October 2016
This month’s report to the Board of Education seeks to provide information

in the following areas:

A. PARCC Participation Audit

B. Medical Insurance Renewal Information
C. Digital Newsletter

D. Collaborations with City of Geneseo

PARCC Participation Audit

With some reluctance, the Regional Superintendent of Schools for Bureau,
Henry, Stark Counties sent us a letter with instructions/questions to respond to
an audit related to our participation on 2015 and 2016 PARCC state testing. As
you know, we did not reach the 95% tested threshold established by the
Department of Education and our Illinois State Board of Education. Included
in this report is a copy of the letter and a copy of our response.

It will be interesting to see how the ISBE moves forward now that the only
testing at the high school level will be SAT, while grades 3-8 continue with
PARCC. One of the reasons the ISBE pushed for PARCC before was so that
there was alignment between elementary, junior high and high school. We are
continuing to investigate the use of the Measured Progress assessment for
grades 3-8, which i1s aligned with SAT in grades 3-8 for English/Language Arts
and Math. From what we have seen so far this could be a useful suite of testing
for a universal screen and benchmarking assessment for our Response to

Intervention System.

Medical Insurance Renewal
Included with this report are three comparative years for “stop loss” coverage
for our major medical plan. The stop loss refers to the point where claims for

one person meet an attachment point. Our attachment point has been $90,000
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for many years. At that point a reinsurance company would reimburse us for
every dollar spent above that $90,000 threshold. You can see from these three
charts (2014, 2015, and projected for 2017), that the health of our health
insurance medical program remains robust.

At the November meeting we should be prepared to make a recommendation
establishing new premium rates for the 2017 Plan Year. It appears quite
reasonable that we will again make a recommendation to reduce the premium
costs for both the Board of Education and any member who pays the Family
Premium portion. This is the result of careful fiduciary work by the Board of
Education and the Geneseo Education Association. Additionally, we would like
to thank the hard work and proactive consulting of our friends at Cottingham &
Butler who have worked hard putting the reinsurance out to market and also for
negotiating such favorable discounts through the Quad Cities Community
Healthcare (QCCH) network. As an example, our previous Third-Party
Administrator and Broker were excited when we received a 156% discount from
Hammond Henry Hospital (HHH). For the period of January 1, 2016
through August 31, 2016, we saw $424,872 in eligible claims going to HHH,
but through our discounts we saved $235,739 or a 55.5% discount. In the
2015 Plan Year we realized a total discount of 61.6%. These are significant
figures and as this is roughly a $1.8M investment in our employees, every time

we are able to save even 3-5% these are valuable dollars.

Digital District Newsletter

On October 3, 2016 you hopefully had a chance to review the field test of our
new digital communications vehicle. In addition to our use of Facebook, Twitter
and our District webpages and blogs, we wanted to venture into the email world
to better communicate with anyone who wants to follow the activities of our
district.

Mrs. Kashner helped pursue the use of MailChimp as a convenient and
efficient way to get our message out. With professional photography and less

than 150 word content summaries, we want to push out information as smoothly
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as possible, and in readable chunks for a busy world. Moving forward we will
include some survey links and other ways that this communication can grow in a
two-dimensional manner.

These emails allow opportunities to be shared so that others may subscribe,
or for those who wish to discontinue can unsubscribe. We were excited that
within the first 2 hours after the first release we had nearly 800 emails opened of
the roughly 2,500 sent out. We hope that this grows into an extremely viable
and valuable resource for friends of District 228, and we should have data to
support or refute each month. The goal initially is to send out a couple emails

per month covering a wide variety of topics.

Partnership with City of Geneseo

The school district has enjoyed a rich and valued partnership over the years
with the City of Geneseo. The ability to share assets and resources has been a
two-way street that we have treasured and appreciated. There are two
upcoming ways that we look to possible partnering opportunities.

The first is a community-wide coalition of support for a coherent marketing
campaign for the City. Mr. Ford and I were able to help foster discussions of
representatives from many parts of our community and a final resolve of that
task force was to put out a Request for Proposal to identify a marketing/
consulting group to research our community needs and put together a branding
and marketing campaign that is sustainable and supportable. A smaller task
force then was tasked to interview 4 finalists and the task force recommends
Mindfire to serve as that consultant. They will be meeting with the City of
Geneseo at a Committee of the Whole meeting on October 25t%. The impact of
this may be a request for some participatory funding from the school district and
other taxing bodies, as well as some funding from private groups. I wanted you
to be apprised of this prior to our November meeting.

The second opportunity has been a many year process, but definitely more
focused over the past several months. A more concerted effort by our City

Administrator and new Mayor has been ongoing to catalyze movement on the
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Maple Leaf Farms Subdivision, which is the Mel Foster property just north of
the HS and MS. New information from civil engineering seems to indicate that
the cost of the required turn lane may be much less than initially projected.
Conversations have ensued regarding the creation of a pseudo-TIF package
whereby taxing districts would abate taxes in that area for infrastructure
development, primarily to offset costs of the turn lane, for a lesser period of time
than a 20 year residential TIF would accrue. This is a potential investment in
the future of our community and one which, should the numbers prove as
feasible as I believe they will, should be something that our Board of Education
endorses and supports via resolution. Mr. Ford and I will be attending a
meeting on Columbus Day to hear the proposal from the City of Geneseo, and
this may be another November Board meeting conversation with possible action.

We will certainly update you following the meeting.



Regional Office of Education
Bureau, Henry & Stark Counties in llfinois
Angle Zarvel, Regional Superintsndent - Kathy Marshaf, Assistant Reglonal Superintendent
INNOVATION-ADVOCACY-LEADERSHIP

September 20, 2016

Mr. Scott Kuffel
Geneseo CUSD #228
648 N. Chicago St.
Geneseo, IL 61254

Dear Mr. Kuffel,

As you are aware, the U.S. Department of Education (ED) requires a 95 percent participation rate
on the English language arts and/or mathematics components of the Partnership for Assessment
of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). ED also requires the Illinois State Board of
Education (ISBE) to review circumstances surrounding a school district’s participation rate if the
data obtained by ISBE indicate that school district did not administer the PARCC assessment to
at least 95 percent of students during the 2014-2015 school year in those areas.

ISBE is requesting that you provide a detailed narrative and documentation that explains why the
school district did not administer the PARCC assessment to at least 95 percent of students during
the 2014-2015 school year. Through this narrative, school districts should answer or address
each of the following questions or subjects respectively and if applicable:

The dates on which the PARCC assessment was administered;

The names of the schools and grades served in each school in the school district;

Policies, procedures or manuals distributed to employees regarding the PARCC

assessment;

The participation rate for each school identified in paragraph (b);

The school district attendance rate by percentage for each school day during the

“window” for the PARCC assessment administration;

Without providing any student identification information, why each student (if any)

was reported as Code 15;

Without providing any student identification information, why each student (if any)

was reported as Code 10; .

h. For students who were present at school and who were not assessed, the policy the
school district followed with respect to supervising or engaging with these students;

i. Technical, technological or administrative problems that occurred during the

administration of the PARCC assessment and how the school district addressed them;

op oop
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j- Public comments, notices, postings, correspondence, announcements, newspaper
opinion pieces (“op-eds”), commentary, media or any statement in any venue or
format by school district board members or employees; parents; community groups;
exclusive bargaining representatives; local or district elected or appointed officials;
students; or any individual or entity related to the PARCC assessment, particularly
statements influencing participation or the activities described in paragraph (k);

k. Activities, events, actions, movements or any organized effort by any individual or
entity that occurred prior to the administration of the PARCC assessment which
related to the PARCC assessment;

1. Any other information that the school district believes is pertinent to an analysis of its
participation rate during the 2014-2015 school year; and

m. Statements or activities as described in paragraphs (j) and (k) related to the PARCC
assessment during the 2015-2016 school yeat, particularly statements influencing
participation.

All documentation related to paragraphs (a) through (m) should accompany the narrative as
labeled appendices. Your narrative and accompanying documentation is due to the Regional
Office of Education by October 14, 2016. The information will then be forwarded to ISBE.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Fe

Angie Zarvell
Regional Superintendent of Schools
Bureau, Henry, and Stark Counties



PARCC Participation Audit October 2016

Question | Response
#
a. PARCC Dates:
Millikin (2014-15)-- 3/9/15-3/19/15 and 4/27/15-5/8/15 (Specific schedule in
folder)
Millikin (2015-16)-- 4/11/16-4/15/16 (Specific schedule in folder)
Northside (2014-15)-- 3/9/15-3/19/15 and 4/27/15-5/8/15 (Specific schedule in
folder)
Northside (2015-16)-- 4/11/16-4/22/16 (Specific schedule in folder)
Southwest (2014-15)--3/9/15-3/19/15 and 4/27/15-5/8/15(Specific schedule in
folder)
Southwest (2015-16)--4/11/16-4/15/16 (Specific schedule in folder)
Geneseo Middle School (2014-15)--3/16/15-3/20/15 (makéup 3/23/15) and
5/415-5/7/15
Geneseo Middle School (2015-16)--3/29/16-4/1/16 (makeup 4/4/16)
Geneseo High School (2014-15)-- April 27, April 28
Geneseo High School (2015-16)-- April 6, April 7
b. Grades within the Schools
Millikin (2014-15)--K-5
Millikin (2015-16)--K-5
Northside (2014-15)--PK-5
Northside (2015-16)--PK-5
Southwest (2014-15)--PK-5
Southwest (2015-16)--PK-5
Geneseo Middle School (2014-15)--6-8
Geneseo Middle School (2015-16)--6-8
Geneseo High School (2014-15)--9-12 = All freshman English 9 and all Algebra |
students.
Geneseo High School (2015-16)--9-12 = All sophomore English 10, and all
Geometry students.
C. There were no policies distributed to teachers and/or other proctors outside of




that which was prescribed and provided by the lllinois State Board of Education
and Pearson.

We should assume that the ROE and lllinois State Board of Education know the
participation rates at our schools, but we are providing a copy of the participation
rates found within IWAS. This should be marked Appendix A.

Attendance rates for the days associated with each school testing dates is
provided as Appendix B.

We have a folder for each building that includes all the parental notes that
identifies individual student notification of non-participation in the PARCC testing.
This is available for review, but there are corresponding letters for each
non-tested student.

We have run attendance reports for each of the tested days and will make those
available upon request. The names on these reports are not redacted at this
time, but they are available for ROE or ISBE review. But those marked Code 10
correspond with the absences on those tested days.

For each student, even those with notes from parents to not participate, were
offered an opportunity to test. Those students who continued to choose to not
participate were either encouraged to read quietly or work on some other type of
academic assignment.

Technical difficulties were handled by any one of 4 tech support personnel, or in
some cases, by a building administrator. Technical issues did not create burdens
that prohibited or precluded testing.

A copy of a letter clarifying the District's expected logistics for communication for
those parents who wished to exclude their child(ren) from participation is included
in Appendix C. This letter was offered as a response to a number of questions
that were submitted to building teachers, administrators and occasionally through
Parent Teacher Association meetings.

We are unaware of any documentation or activities related to this reference.

We have no other information to offer related to this.

We have no other information to share related to this item that has not been
shared in other responses and/or the appendices.




Geneseo Community ‘Unit School District No. 228
648 N CHICAGO ST ¢ GENESEO, ILLINOIS 61254 ¢ (309) 945-0450 e FAX: (309) 945-0445-

Mr. Scott D. Kuffel
Superintendent

Dear Parents & Guardians

Over the past several months a great many of you have asked me questions
regarding the PARCC testing (Partnership Assessment of Readiness for College
and Careers) as it relates to the requirement that your child participate in the
testing.

Please allow me a moment to explain the District's position as it relates to
PARCC testing. The law in lllinois requires us to make the assessment available
to your child. The State Superintendent and new lllinois State Board of
Education Chair have instructed us that we could receive serious sanctions by
failing to comply (see enclosed letter from lllinois State Board of Education).

Recently, six area State Representatives and Senators spoke out against the
speed of implementation and the potential malfunctions and technical difficulties
the PARCC testing may present to us, but as of today the testing goes forward
because of a dependence upon federal money and a waiver related to No Child
Left Behind at the federal level.

All students in Grades 3 though 8 will be presented the Mathematics
Performance Based Test and then later the End of Year Test. The same

- schedules will apply for the English/Language Arts tests. High School students
in Algebra | and 9th grade English will also be tested. Only 3rd graders will take
the test in paper/pencil format.

Here are some things you should know about the PARCC test and District 228's
view of the test:

1. We will present the assessment to all students in the testing range.

2. Should you wish to withhold your child from testing, we ask that you provide
us with your intent to exclude your child from testing with a signed letter. Even
though it has been suggested by the lllinois State Board of Education that we
should consider disciplinary consequences for those students who do not
participate, we will not engage in any discipline towards any student who does
not participate in the test.

3. Should you choose to withhold your child from testing, we will not have any
alternative instructional activities for your student or any student not taking the



Geneseo Community ‘Unit School District No. 228
648 N CHICAGO ST e GENESEO, ILLINOIS 61254 o (309) 945-0450 ¢ FAX: (309) 945-0445

Mr. Scott D. Kuffel
Superintendent

test. We will provide you with the testing schedule for the building your child(ren)
attend.

4. We will not use the results of the Spring 2015 testing for any District
purposes, either individually or as a school building or school district. Therefore,
there is no program eligibility of any kind that would jeopardize a student who
does not test.

Again, please know that we are stating that we will make the test available to
those who choose to participate as required by law, but we will not treat
adversely any student or parent who chooses to not participate.

Please contact your building principal should you have any questions. You may
also contact the Superintendent’s Office at (309)-945-0450.

Sincerely,

Scott D. Kuffel, Superintendent
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News & Notes from District 228

ProjectLEAF News

Millikin:
We expect that the Millikin addition will be completely closed up and ready for
occupancy before Christmas 2016. New Millikin Library furniture should also be in
place at a similar time.

Southwest:
The staff at Southwest Elementary is very excited to be a part of the District #228
Project Leaf renovations. The Board of Education has approved the floor plans
which includes the addition of a Collaboration Area, expansion of the main office, a



new problem solving area, a new library, permanent walls and room expansions in
Pods A, B, and D. Renovations are scheduled to begin at the conclusion of the
2016-2017 school year.

High School:
Bleachers will be removed from the GHS stadium after the final playoff home game
and a new grandstand should be up and ready to go for track season in the spring.

Last week, a group of GHS students and staff members met with the Marketing
Director, Interior Designer, and Graphic Designer from BLDD, the architecture firm
for Project Leaf, and discussed environmental graphics for the Concert Auditorium
Lobby and main hall Spirit Wall. The group generated some exciting ideas, which
eventually will be translated into large wall graphics for our new spaces.

This year, Building Trades is focusing on opportunities to allow our students to
participate in various building projects and observe Project Leaf construction at
school.

"o LEAF

GENESEO SCHOOL DISTRICT 228

Legacy of Excellence Aiming for the Future

The Learning Leaf facilitating team, consisting of faculty, administration, parents,
and community members have been hard at work planning a community event. The
purpose of the event is to engage in a conversation to receive feedback on
priorities, concerns, and excitement about 21st century learning. The facilitation
team will be taking the information gathered to produce a 21st Century school
district “job description.” We are excited to announce this event will take place
on Tuesday October 25th. For more information, visit the event flver. To participate in
the event, submit your feedback by October 13.

GHS News
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Harvest Time Music Festival was held on September 17 and 18 at the high school
football stadium and city park. Nineteen high school marching bands competed in
the 26th Annual Maple Leaf Classic on Saturday afternoon and evening.

The choir festival was held at the Geneseo City Park on Sunday afternoon beginning
with middle school and high school choirs, karaoke, and a talent show. The
afternoon ended with the grand finale featuring 4th grade through senior choirs
singing music from the writing team of Rodgers and Hammerstein.

It was a beautiful weekend and GPAC would like to thank the many committee
chairs, parent volunteers and directors who worked many hours to make this a
successful weekend. Harvest Fest is GPAC’s biggest fundraiser of the year and we
are grateful for the support of the Geneseo School District and community.
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Recently the district received a generous donation of art supplies from Dick Blick in
Galesburg, lllinois. Geneseo Community School District was lucky enough to be
added onto the donation list due to our geographic location to the Dick Blick
Warehouse. This donation consisted of 18 pallets packed with art materials like
drawing materials, clay, papers, paint, brushes, books, painting/ display easels,
among other items. The materials will be used throughout the art classrooms and
curriculum in the district. Colored pencil drawing by Jasmine McCormick, 12th
grade
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The beginning of the school year means the beginning of clubs and activities for
students to participate in. Geneseo High School has humerous clubs and activities
for students to be involved in. These clubs and activities range from Speech, to
Dungeons and Dragons, to Chess, possibly a new Volleyball club, and everything in
between. We encourage you to talk to your student about finding something to be
involved in. Students who are in involved typically have better grades, attendance,
and enjoyment in school. Pictured: Ben Ford and Brandon Gallagher represented the
Geneseo Bass Fishing Club as Tournament Champions at the Sangamon Valley Bass
Fishing Tournament.

Jon Murray was named head coach for Girl's Golf this year, in addition to contining
his very successful wrestling coach career. “He is a great coach because he is

mranana Arvivian Y anvin Aathlatia AivAaatar Teavia Maal-Aav 'LA anlze lhAath thAa nlaviAare anA



parents to not get caught up in the results. Trust the process and the results will
take care of themselves." The team held its very first invitational this year finished
second. Pictured: Lauren Murray, junior
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GMS has started off 2016-17 with great demonstrations of Teach Learn Care.
Our challenge is this year is to Inspire Everyone to Learn through Humble Inquiry.
Benjamin Franklin said, “Tell me and | forget, Teach me and | remember, Involve
me and | learn.” For great pictures and stories demonstrating Inspiration and
Humble Inquiry please bookmark our GMS Blog.

Elementary News

The 2016-17 school year has started off to a great start thanks in large part to our fantastic students and
staffl The older students have assisted our younger students by being bus buddies, helping out in the
lunchroom, and modeling our expectations.
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Northside 5th graders had the opportunity to design the Northside t-shirts logo.
Congratulations to our finalists, Macie T, Gia R, Allyson F, and our winner Gwen B!
We hope to see everyone at our Fall Reading Night October 4th. The book fair is
Pirate themed: We Where Book are the Treasure! Come and join us on the 4th
from 5:45-7:00 pm!
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This fall, Southwest 3rd grade and Kindergarten classes have partnered up to create
a Kindergarten Buddies Program. This peer mentoring program has a third grade
student partnered up with a Kindergarten student. This takes place on the third
Friday of each month. This allows third grade students to develop their leadership



SKIlls and assist thelr Kindergarten “buddy” with learning the Kindergarten
curriculum. Both Kindergarten and 3rd grade teachers report a great deal of
success after their first session and look forward to the program continuing the rest

Af tha e~rhAnl vianr
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On September 19th, BMX biker, Matt Wilhelm, brought his bike, and his message, to
Millikin Elementary students. Matt Wilhelm is a BMX Flatland rider and motivational
speaker. He is known for his fast spinning and aggressive riding style. He is a three-
time X Games Medalist, World Championship Silver Medalist, and two-time United
States National Champion. He’s now sharing his message of how “overnight
success” is just a myth. Matt uses his bike to share a much more powerful message
than his own accomplishments, but rather, his life and experiences growing up.

Matt’s message was 3 fold. 1. Never give up! 2. Be someone’s hero because
words are powerful. 3. Your differences make you special. Work hard!
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